
5 Perspectives (Categories) 
of History with 8 Themes 

 
1. Environmental – 

Combination of Earth’s 
environment which is the 
biological, chemical, and 
physical conditions that 
affect life. 
Geographic – This theme 
examines how the 
development of the 
nation’s resources has 
helped shape the other 



categories of economic, 
political, and social. 
Environment –
Geographic:   focuses 
on how people, places, 
and the environment is 
arranged and interact.  
Example:  The crime rate 
in eastern United States, 
continues to increase 
because of the 
population growth in 
these states. 
 



2. Economic – The 
management of the 
affairs of the government 
or community with 
reference to source of 
income, $$$$$$, its 
expenditures, and the 
development of its 
natural resources. 

 
 
 
Economics (Business)  
The theme traces 
relationship between 



government, business, 
and labor in America. 

 
   Science, Technology, 
& Society:  This theme 
influences every aspect of our 
culture and society through 
what’s invented, made, and 
develop by who and when. 
 Economic:  focuses on 
how goods and services are 
produced, distributed, and 
consumed. 
Example:  The crime rate will 
continue to increase because 



of unemployment and price 
increases. 
 
 
 
3.  Political – Organization 
or actions of individuals, 
parties, or interests that 
seek to control the actions 
of those who manage the 
affairs of a state, country, 
etc. 
  Civics/Government -  
This theme explores the 



workings of our American 
government. 
  Citizenship -  This 
theme is democracy and how 
U.S. has struggled to define 
and protect the citizens of our 
society. 
  Constitutional Heritage  
This theme explores the U.S. 
Constitution document. 
Political:  focuses on ways 
people use power and 
authority, govern, and act as 
a citizen. 



Example:  By becoming 
involved in Neighborhood 
Watch programs, citizens can 
help decrease the crime rate. 
 
4.  Social – Characteristics 

of a society. (Sociology – 
Anthropology) 

 
Culture – The heritage 
and diversity which are 
differences of all the 
groups that live in our 
country.  (food, religion, 
clothes,…..) 



 
 
Global Relations – This 
theme traces the U.S. 
involvement in global 
events and how those 
events have affected the 
development of our 
country. 

Social: focuses on ways 
groups of people live. 
Example:  Many families are 
moving to the country 
because crime is growing in 
the city. 



5.  History - focuses on 
ways people change or stay 
the same over time. 
Example:  During the 1920’s, 
the growing crime rate 
greatly concerned citizens 
just as it does today. 
 
 
 

 


