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Lesson Plan 
 
Teacher:  
Mary Knebler Smith 
 
Lesson Title:   
Adding Fuel to the Fire 
 
Grade Level:   
8th Grade 
 
Lesson Time Length:  
3-5 days 
 
Big Idea: 
 
Students understand the events (the fuel) that led to the Civil War (the 
fire). 
 
Lesson Abstract:  
 
This lesson is designed to retrace events that led to sectionalism and 
secession prior to the Civil War (causes of the Civil War).  Students will 
investigate and analyze the Missouri Compromise, Compromise of 1850, 
The Kansas-Nebraska Act, popular sovereignty and Uncle Tom’s Cabin in 
a campaign/poster project.  They will look at primary sources using 
DocsTeach and the Library of Congress for clarification of the events. 
 
Lesson Background and Context: 
 
As the growing United States expanded due to the Louisiana Purchase 
the country had to adapt to many changes.  What role will slavery have 
on the new lands acquired?  How will popular sovereignty affect Congress 
and how are laws made?  What would have happened if popular 
sovereignty was not allowed in the United States?  In the following 
lesson, students will analyze the fuel that led to the fire of the Civil War. 
 
 
Standards Alignment: 
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Retraces events that led to sectionalism and secession prior to the Civil 
War (e.g., Missouri Compromise, Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska 
Act, Popular Sovereignty, Uncle Tom’s Cabin). 
 
Objectives: 
 
Know: 
Missouri Compromise 
Compromise of 1850 
Kansas Nebraska Act 
Popular sovereignty 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin.   
 
Do: 
Analyze online primary source documents 
 
 
Teaching Materials: 
 
PowerPoint overview 
Magic Book to keep terms in 
Primary Source web pages Docsteach and Library of Congress 
 
 
Vocabulary (terms and concepts will students learn): 
 
Popular sovereignty 
Missouri Compromise 
Compromise of 1850 
Kansas – Nebraska Act 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
Sectionalism 
Secession 
 
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
 
Day 1   
Divide students into groups of three or four.  Pass out paper for students 
to  create their magic books and label terms in the magic book (directions 
below). Present information contained within the PowerPoint having 
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students take notes. 
 
Day 2   
Have students finish notes. Then introduce DocsTeach <docsteach.org> 
or the Library of Congress web site <www.loc.gov/index.html> and allow 
them time to look up the terms  (one at a time and together as a class) to 
see what information is available in primary sources. 
 
Days 3-5  
In groups, students will create a combined newspaper/editorial/poster 
that will explain the five leading events that helped cause the Civil War.  
Students will be responsible for including all five events/terms 
throughout the newspaper.   
 
Everyone in the group will: 
• Include a definition/explanation of each of the five causes (if possible 

include a picture of the primary source page or create your own 
example of the what the primary source looked liked) 

• Include an editorial from each student on their prospective of one of 
the five events detailing why they want to announce their 
event/terms to the rest of the world. (If I lived in the District of 
Columbia and traded slaves would I support/encourage the 
Compromise of 1850?  Would I make sure other parts of the 
Compromise was made known and have a certain part in extremely 
small print? How would this event change my life?) 

• Create an advertisement highlighting one of the events. 
 
Each group member will chose at least one of the following to 
complete and add to the newspaper. 
• Include a comic strip discussing one of the five causes as it would 

relate between 1820-1865.  
• Include an obituary highlighting someone’s life that may have died 

due to one of these events. 
• Include a crime section detailing how people might have acted 

against these events. Be specific. 
• Create your own section with teacher approval. 
 
 
Technology Integration: 
 
• Researching the events/terms through a primary source website. 
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• This newspaper could be created in a Word document, Publisher,  
poster board, or butcher paper. 

• PowerPoint 
 
 
Evaluation and Assessment: 
 
The evaluation will be upon completion of the newspaper and presented 
in class. A possible rubric is attached. 
 
 
Extension and Enrichment: 
 
If needed, an essay test could be given having the students write the 
events/terms describe what they represented and how people would have 
reacted to them. 
 
Students could continue to research more causes of the Civil War and 
add them to the newspaper as well. 
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Magic Book Directions 
 

1.  I prefer to use 12X18 construction paper, but any size will do. (It 
depends on how many terms/events you want to include.  You will 
need one full sheet of paper and one half sheet.  I prefer to use 
different colors of paper. 

2. Fold the full sheet of paper in half, crease it good! Doesn’t matter 
which way you fold the paper either way will work. 

3. Open it back up, then fold each end towards the middle fold (once 
this is down it will look like a M or W depending on how you hold 
the paper.  

4. Fold the full sheet of paper back in half (like in #2) have the fold 
near your belly button and cut to the next fold line. The number of 
cuts you make depends on how many terms you want to include, 
space accordingly.  If you cut twice along the one side, you will 
have 3 terms which will end up being 12 terms total. 4 cuts equals 
16 terms . . .  

5. Now take the ½ sheet of paper, fold that in ½ (same direction as 
the full sheet of paper) cut along that fold. 

6. Using the paper from instruction #5, use one ½ to weave in and out 
into the full size sheet of paper, alternate weave pattern on the 
other side. 

7. I have the students open this as a book and label part 1 on cover.  
On the inside (behind the cover, I leave empty) Page 3, I have them 
label the term/event and on page 6 label more terms/events.  On 
pages 4 and 5 (may have to help it open) I have them write the 
definition/description on the term in the corresponding order.   

For the rest of the terms repeat the directions from #7, however fold the 
book in the opposite direction. 
 
Once it is all filled out, if you pull the book flat, you will not see any of 
the written definitions/descriptions, it is MAGIC! 
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The Fuel for the Fire Rubric 
Did Everyone in the group 
complete: 

Participation? Circle 
your 

Points 

Total Points 
Teacher 

gives 
Include a 
definition/explanation of the 
event making sure all are 
covered  
(5 total)(Front page 
Information!) 
(if possible include a picture 
of the primary source page, 
or create your own example 
of the what the primary 
source looked liked) 
 

 
Yes  

 
Or  
 

No 
 

If no, then 
Explain why?  

 
 
 

 
 

10 points 
 
 

Or  
 
 

0 Points 

 
 

____________ 

Include an editorial from 
each student on their 
prospective of one of the five 
events/terms detailing why 
they want to announce their 
event/terms to the rest of the 
world. (If I lived in the District 
of Columbia and traded 
slaves would I 
support/encourage the 
Compromise of 1850?  Would 
I make sure other parts of the 
Compromise was made 
known and have a certain 
part in extremely small print? 
How would this event change 
my life?) 
 

 
 

Yes 
 
 

Or 
 
 

No 
 

If no, then 
explain why? 

 
 
 
 

 
 

10 points 
 
 

Or  
 
 

0 Points 

 

Create an advertisement 
highlighting one of the 
events. 
 

Yes 
Or 
No 

If no, then 
explain why? 

 
 

10 points 
 
 

Or  
 
 

0 Points 
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Each group member will 
chose at least one of the 
following to complete and 
had to the newspaper. 
 

Name of Person 
who completed 
each section 

  

Include a comic strip 
discussing one of the 5 
events/terms as it would 
relate between 1820-1865.  
 

  
5 points 

or 
  0 points 

 

Include an obituary 
highlighting someone’s life 
that may have died due to 
one of these events. 

 

  
5 points 

or 
  0 points 

 

Include a crime section, how 
people have broke or 
trespassed against these 
events. (give detailed 
descriptions) 

 

  
5 points 

or 
  0 points 

 

Miscellaneous :  what else 
can you think of????? 
Other causes???? 

 

  
5 points 

or 
  0 points 

 

Credit given for correct 
grammar, overall appearance, 
and group participation. 

 30 points 
or  

_________ 

 

 
 
Total Points 

  
80 points 

 

 
 


