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Andersonville Revisited 
 
Teacher: Kris Hagans 
 
Lesson Title: Andersonville Revisited 
 
Grade Level: 8th  
 
Lesson Time Length: 2 weeks 
 
What price would you pay to live free?  What sacrifices and hardships are you willing to endure in order to defend your 
freedom and liberty? Students will examine primary documents from the Civil War Era pertaining to Andersonville and the life 
of prisoners held there. Throughout the lesson, students will focus on the price of freedom. 
 
Lesson Abstract:  
 
This lesson will encourage students to appreciate the sacrifices Veterans have made since the beginning of the US so 
students can retain their freedom and live in a democratic society.  The ultimate goal is to use this lesson near Veterans Day 
so students can have a “real life” connection to the men and women who gave their lives so that US citizens may live free.  
This lesson is based off of a lesson plan on the National Park Service web site. Students will examine photos, maps, 
readings, drawings and letters from Andersonville, a Union Civil War prison.  Finally, students will compare Union and 
Confederate Prisoner of War camps. 
 
Lesson Background and Context: 
 
Civil War Prisoners of War 

• “No matter which reference you use, there were over 400,000 prisoners during the Civil War.  This number does not 
include the surrendering armies at the end of the war nor those men captured and immediately paroled.   At the very 
beginning of the war, because there were no places to detain prisoners, both sides released them on parole, on oath 
not to take up arms until they had been formally exchanged for an enemy captive of equal rank. This practice evolved 
into a more formal exchange, and then was virtually discontinued altogether.  This resulted in the development of 
prison camps on both sides. The articles provided in this section of the Home of the American Civil War website 
provides information on both the prisoners and the prisons they were confined in.”  
http://www.civilwarhome.com/prisonsandprisoners.htm  

 Source: "The Photographic History of The Civil War", Volume 4, Soldier Life and Secret Service, Prisons and Hospitals. 
 Article by Holland Thompson 
 
 

• “The prisons of the Civil War, North and South, were for the most part temporary makeshifts, hastily constructed, and 
seldom suitable for human beings in confinement; or else they were structures intended for other purposes and 
transformed into prisons. If judged by standards now generally accepted, nearly all, as they actually existed, would 
have been condemned for the lack of the most elementary sanitary requirements.” http://www.civilwarhome.com/ 
civilwarprisons.htm  

 Source: "The Photographic History of The Civil War", Volume 4, Soldier Life and Secret Service, Prisons and Hospitals. 
 Article by Holland Thompson 
 

• “Doctor W. J. W. Kerr, who was a member of the medical staff at Andersonville during a considerable portion of its 
existence as a prison, has advanced the theory that the disease which they diagnosed as a form of scurvy was in 
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reality pellagra, declaring that the symptoms of this recently identified disease fit precisely hundreds of cases he 
observed in Andersonville. But whether scurvy or pellagra, the effects were horrible. Here Doctor Jones says, ‘From 
the crowded condition, filthy habits, bad diet, and dejected, depressed condition of the prisoners, their systems 
became so disordered that the smallest abrasion of the skin from the rubbing of a shoe, or from the effects of the hot 
sun, or from the prick of a splinter, or from scratching a mosquito bite, in some cases took on rapid and frightful 
ulceration and gangrene.’"    

 
• From this description of prison and hospital, one cannot wonder that nearly one-third of the total number of prisoners 

confined died within the space of eleven months. The crowding, the poor food, the lack of  medicine, the hospital 
infected with gangrene, the lack of the simplest hygienic appliances, homesickness, and last, but not least, the hot 
Southern sun altogether took fearful toll of those confined within the stockade.” 
http://www.civilwarhome.com/civilwarprisons.htm  

 Source: "The Photographic History of The Civil War", Volume 4, Soldier Life and Secret Service, Prisons and Hospitals. 
 Article by Holland Thompson 
 
 
Standards Alignment: 
 
Common Core 
 1.  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
 2.  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the  
  source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
 3.  Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, 
  how interest rates are raised or lowered). 
 4.  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains  
  related to history/social studies. 
 5.  Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
 6.  Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or  
  avoidance of particular facts). 
 
Social Studies 
 SS.8.4.2.5k Standard: History (K) describes the turning points of the Civil War (e.g., Antietam, Gettysburg,   
  Emancipation Proclamation, and Sherman‘s March to the Sea). 
 
 SS.7.3.2.4k Standard: Geography (K) identifies the various physical and human criteria that can be used to define a region (e.g., 
  physical: mountain, coastal, climate; human: religion, ethnicity, language, economic, government). 
 
 
 
Objectives (what students will know and be able to do): 
 
Know: 

• Background of the Civil War 
• Hardships of life in a Prisoner of War camp 
• Sacrifices are made by others so we can live free 
• The importance of Veterans’ Day 

 
 
Do: 

• Analyze primary source material 
• Answer questions over sources and readings 
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• Participate in a POW/MIA Missing Man Ceremony 
• Compare Union and Confederate POW letters  

 
 
Teaching Materials: 
 
Web Sites 
 LESSON PLAN: 
 "Andersonville: Prisoner of War Camp." National Park Service Discover History Cultural Resources. N.p., n.d. Web. 

11 May 2012. <http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/ lessons/11andersonville/11andersonville.htm>. 
  
 DOCUMENT ANALYSIS WORKSHEETS: 
 "Document Analysis Worksheets." National Archives and Records Administration. N.p., n.d. Web. 11 May 2012. 

<http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/>. 
  
 NINE-MONTH DIARY OF STAY IN ANDERSONVILLE  
 home, the United States Government. Â of that received from. "Nine Months in a Union Prison." We Have Moved. 

N.p., n.d. Web. 11 May 2012. <http://dburgin.tripod.com/9_months.html>.  
 
 LETTERS FROM UNION PRISONERS OF WAR 
 "Letters Home." We Have Moved. N.p., n.d. Web. 11 May 2012. <http://dburgin.tripod.com/letters.html>. 
 
 MISSING MAN CEREMONY 
 Stewart, Bernie K.. "Missing Man Ceremony." The Missing Men Table Ceremony. Bernie K. Stewart , n.d. Web. 11 

May 2012. <www.airforcechiefs.org/PDF/TableCeremony.pdf>. 
 
 
 
Books 
 Gourley, Catherine. The horrors of Andersonville: Life and Death Inside a Civil War Prison. Minneapolis: Twenty-

First Century Books, 2010. Print/ebook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary  
Purity 
Symbolize 
POW/MIA 

Andersonville 
Camp Sumter 
Stockade 

Deteriorating 
William T. Sherman 
Clara Barton 
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Captain Henry Wirz 
Dorence Atwater 
Commandant 
Indignation 
Shebangs 

Albert Shatzel 
John Ransom 
Sutler 
Stockade Branch 
Latrines 

Rampant 
Diarrhea 
Dysentery 
Scorbutus/scurvy 
Horrendous

 
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
 
1.  Missing Man Table Ceremony:  Ask a Veteran to come to your school to perform “The Missing Man Table Ceremony”.  I 
think it would be nice to do this lesson around the first of November, so it coincides with Veterans’ Day. 
 
2.   Photo Analysis of the drawing of Andersonville:  I suggest just displaying the photo on a projector.  Have students 
complete questions 1-5 on the Photo Analysis Sheet.  Encourage students to keep careful notes about how Andersonville 
looked, so they can build a replica at the end of the unit. 
 
3.  MAP 1:  Study the map of the eastern part of the United States.  Answer the three questions at the bottom of the page. 
 
4.  MAP 2:  Study the map and answer questions on the location of Andersonville. 
 
5.  Reading 1:  Divide the class into groups of two or three; read the Andersonville Prison Reading 1.  In groups answer the 
five questions that follow. 
 
6.  Reading 2:  Divide students into a different group of two or three; read the Life as a Prisoner reading 2.  In groups answer 
the seven questions that follow. 
 
7.  Drawing 1:  Use this drawing as well as readings 1 & 2 to answer the two questions. 
 
8.  Drawing 2:  Revisit the drawing from step 1 above.  Answer the four questions that follow. 
 
9.  Photo 1 & 2:  Analyze the two photos and answer the questions that follow. 
 
10:  Compare POW Experiences:  As a class read the Letters from Union Prisoners of War and Nine Months in a Union 
Prison.  Using an app on the iPad such as iMovie, Explain Everything or a similar application, display the experiences of the 
soldiers in the camps. How are the experiences similar?  Different?  Which side treated the soldiers best? 
 
11.  As a class read Catherine Gourley’s, The Horrors of Andersonville.  While reading, encourage students to keep 
careful notes on how the camp was organized:  buildings, trees, etc.  When finished with the book, students will create a 
project either on Google Sketch-Up or build a diorama showing the set up of Andersonville and how it looked to a POW held 
there.  Perhaps have a contest to see who can create the most historically accurate replica of Andersonville.  Depending on 
the class, the students may work in groups or individually. 
 
12.  Revisit the idea behind Veterans’ Day and encourage students to think about what Veterans have accomplished for 
those who live in the United States.  Have each student create a 4 x 4 inch block in honor of Veterans. 
 
13.  Putting it Together:  students choose an activity from the list as a final project…or opening project. 
 
 
Technology Integration: 

• iPad Apps 
• Google Sketch-Up 
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• Collaborize Classroom  
 
Evaluation and Assessment: 

• Students will create a replica of Andersonville 
• Students will read first-hand accounts of POWs 
• Students will create a book jacket for Catherine Gourley’s book:  The Horrors of Andersonville. 
• Students will create a quilt block in honor of US Veterans. 

 
Extension and Enrichment: 
Encourage students to think about Prisoners of War.  Briefly discuss WWI, WWII, Korea and Vietnam POWs.  Look for first 
hand accounts of the imprisonment for each war.  Finally, have students research Abu Ghraib prison.  Discuss similarities and 
differences between the camps.  Can any inferences be made from looking at the POWs?  Was one time period (war) more 
harsh on prisoners?  If so, why?  Should there be a “code of treatment” for POWs?  Who should manage the code? 
 
A Document Analysis Sheet is included to use with primary sources mentioned in the above paragraph. 
 
Resources: 
"Andersonville: Prisoner of War Camp." National Park Service Discover History Cultural Resources. N.p., n.d. Web. 11 May 

2012. <http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/11andersonville/11andersonville.htm>. 
 
"Document Analysis Worksheets." National Archives and Records Administration. N.p., n.d. Web. 11 May 2012. 

<http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/>. 
 
Gourley, Catherine. The horrors of Andersonville: Life and Death Inside a Civil War Prison. Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century 

Books, 2010. Print. 
 
home, the United States Government. Â of that received from. "Nine Months in a Union Prison." We Have Moved. N.p., n.d. 

Web. 11 May 2012. <http://dburgin.tripod.com/9_months.html>. 
 
"Letters Home ." We Have Moved. N.p., n.d. Web. 11 May 2012. <http://dburgin.tripod.com/letters.html>. 
 
Stewart, Bernie K.. "Missing Man Ceremony." The Missing Men Table Ceremony. Bernie K. Steward , n.d. Web. 11 May 

2012. <www.airforcechiefs.org/PDF/TableCeremony.pdf>. 
 
 
MLA formatting by BibMe.org. 
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MISSING MAN TABLE & HONORS CEREMONY 
http://www.axpow.org/history2.html 
 
Moderator 
As you entered the dining area, you may have noticed a table at the front, raised to call your attention to its purpose -- it is 
reserved to honor our missing loved ones (or missing comrades in arms, for veterans). 
 
Set for six, the empty places represent Americans still [our men] missing from each of the five services -- Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard – and civilians. This Honors Ceremony symbolizes that they are with us, here in spirit. 
 
Some [here] in this room were very young when they were sent into combat; however, all Americans should never forget the 
brave men and women who answered our nation's call [to serve] and served the cause of freedom in a special way. 
 
I would like to ask you to stand, and remain standing for a moment of silent prayer, as the Honor Guard places the five 
service covers and a civilian cap on each empty plate. 
 
Honor Guard: (In silence or with dignified, quiet music as background, the Honor Guard moves into position around the table 
and simultaneously places the covers of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard, and a civilian hat, on the 
dinner plate at each table setting. The Honor Guard then departs.) 
 
Moderator 
Please be seated. I would like to explain the meaning of the items on this special table. 
 
The table is round -- to show our everlasting concern for our missing men. 
 
The tablecloth is white -- symbolizing the purity of their motives when answering the call to duty. 
 
The single red rose, displayed in a vase, reminds us of the life of each of the missing, and the loved ones and friends of these 
Americans who keep the faith, awaiting answers. 
 
The vase is tied with a red ribbon, symbol of our continued determination to account for our missing. 
 
A slice of lemon on the bread plate is to remind us of the bitter fate of those captured and missing in a foreign land. 
 
A pinch of salt symbolizes the tears endured by those missing and their families who seek answers.  
 
The Bible represents the strength gained through faith to sustain those lost from our country, founded as one nation under 
God. 
 
 
The glass is inverted -- to symbolize their inability to share this evening's [morning’s/day’s] toast. 
 
The chairs are empty -- they are missing. 
 
Let us now raise our water glasses in a toast to honor America's POW/MIAs and to the success of our efforts to account for 
them. 
 

 
From:  National League of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia 
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PHOTO ANALYSIS SHEET 

Step 1: Examine the photograph for 10 seconds. How would you describe the photograph? 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2: Divide the photograph into quadrants and study each section individually. What details--such as people, objects, and 
activities--do you notice? 

 

 

 

 

Step 3: What other information--such as time period, location, season, reason photo was taken--can you gather from the 
photo? 

 

 

Step 4: How would you revise your first description of the photo using the information noted in Steps 2 and 3? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 5: What questions do you have about the photograph? How might you find answers to these questions? 
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http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/11andersonville/11andersonville.htm 
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Map 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Union and Confederate Civil War prison camps: 

1. Bell Isle—Richmond, Virginia 
2. Cahaba Prison—Cahaba, Alabama 
3. Camp Chase—Columbus, Ohio 
4. Camp Douglas—Chicago, Illinois 
5. Camp Florence—Florence, South Carolina 
6. Camp Lawton—Millen, Georgia 
7. Camp Morton—Indianapolis, Indiana 
8. Camp Sumter—Andersonville, Georgia 

9. Castle Pickney—Charleston, S.C. 
10. Elmira Prison—Elmira, New York 
11. Johnson's Island—Sandusky, Ohio 
12. Libby Prison—Richmond, Virginia 
13. Old Capitol Prison—Washington, D.C. 
14. Point Lookout—Point Lookout, MD 
15. Rock Island—Rock Island, Illinois 
16. Salisbury—Salisbury, North Carolina 

 

Questions for Map 1 

1. List the states with prison camps. Which of these states were Union and which were Confederate? 

 

 

2. Find Andersonville Prison and describe its location in terms of the other Confederate prison camps. 

 

 

3. What factors do you think may have influenced the placement of Civil war prison camps? 
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Map 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question for Map 2 

 

1. Based on Map 2, what additional reasons can you think of for choosing prison camp locations, specifically Andersonville?
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Reading 1: Andersonville Prison 
Andersonville, or Camp Sumter as it was officially known, was the largest of several military prisons established during the 
Civil War. It was built in 1864 after Confederate leaders decided to move the many Union prisoners in Richmond, Virginia, to 
a location away from the war. A site was needed where the prisoners could be guarded by fewer men, there would be less 
chance of military raids to free them, and food would be more abundant. The town of Andersonville was located on a railroad 
line approximately 65 miles southwest of Macon, Georgia. The village, near a small stream and in a remote agricultural area, 
seemed ideal. Construction of the 16 1/2 acre prison camp began in January 1864. Pine logs, 20 feet in length, were placed 
five feet deep in the ground to create a wooden stockade. In June 1864, the prison was enlarged to 26 1/2 acres. The prison 
proper was in the shape of a rectangle 1,620 feet long and 779 feet wide. Sentry boxes, or "pigeon roosts," were placed at 30 
yard intervals along the top of the stockade. Along the interior of the stockade, 19 feet from the stockade wall, was a line of 
small wooden posts with a wood rail on top. This was the "deadline." Any prisoner who crossed the deadline could be shot by 
guards stationed in the sentry boxes. Small earthen forts around the exterior of the prison were equipped with artillery to put 
down disturbances within the compound and to defend against Union cavalry attacks. 

The first prisoners arrived on February 25, 1864, while the stockade wall was still under construction. Small earthworks, 
equipped with artillery, overlooked the compound. Designed to hold 10,000 prisoners, the prison was soon overcrowded, 
holding 22,000 by June. Although the prison was enlarged, the number of prisoners continued to swell. By August 1864, more 
than 32,000 prisoners were confined at Andersonville. 

Hindered by deteriorating economic conditions, an inadequate transportation system, and the need to concentrate all 
available resources on its own army, the Confederate government was unable to provide adequate housing, food, clothing, 
shelter, and medical care for its captives. These conditions, along with a breakdown of the prisoner exchange system, 
created much suffering and a high mortality rate. More than 45,000 Union soldiers were sent to Andersonville during the 14 
months of the prison's existence. Of these, 12,912 died from disease, malnutrition, overcrowding, or exposure. They were 
buried in shallow trenches, shoulder to shoulder, in a crude cemetery near the prison. 

In September 1864, when General William T. Sherman's forces occupied Atlanta, and a Union cavalry column threatened 
Andersonville's security, most of the prisoners were moved to other camps in Georgia and South Carolina. The prison 
operated on a much smaller scale for the remaining six months of the war. 

Following the Confederate surrender in April 1865, Clara Barton, later founder of the American Red Cross, and Dorence 
Atwater, a former prisoner assigned as a parolee to keep burial records for prison officials, visited the cemetery at 
Andersonville to identify and mark the graves of the Union dead. During the war Atwater had labeled the soldiers by name 
and number after their deaths. Through Barton and Atwater's efforts, the cemetery was dedicated as Andersonville National 
Cemetery in August 1865. 

Another important event that occurred after the war was the arrest and trial of Captain Henry Wirz, the commandant of the 
prison. Wirz was arrested and charged with conspiring to "impair and injure the health and destroy the lives of federal 
prisoners" and with "murder in violation of the laws of war." At his trial in Washington D.C., many former prisoners testified 
against him, vividly describing conditions at the prison. The former prisoners (and one who testified but was never actually a 
prisoner) blamed Wirz as the cause of their suffering. Historical documents, however, attest to the fact that prison officials 
attempted to acquire supplies for the prisoners but were severely hampered by the need to use supplies for the military and 
war effort. The question of whether or not Wirz could have done more to make life more bearable for the prisoners is still 
debated today. Was he simply a convenient scapegoat? Because of public outrage and indignation in the North over 
conditions at Andersonville, Captain Henry Wirz was found guilty of war crimes and was hanged on November 10, 1865. It 
has been said that Wirz was the last casualty of Andersonville. 
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Questions for Reading 1 

1. Why was Andersonville chosen as the site for a prison camp? Check to see if the reasons are similar to those raised in 
Locating the Site. Discuss any new ideas presented. 

 

 

 

2. Why did the prison have such a high mortality rate? 

 

 

 

3. Who was responsible for the conditions and deaths at Andersonville? 

 

 

 

4. After the war, prisoners held at Andersonville returned with horrible stories of prison life. What post-war events were 
directly influenced by former prisoners? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. "Wirz was the last casualty of Andersonville." Do you think this is true? Explain your reasons. Was justice carried out? 
Discuss.  
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Reading 2: Life as a Prisoner 

Soldiers and civilian support personnel from 26 states and the District of Columbia were imprisoned at Andersonville. Among 
the diverse prison population at Andersonville were American Indians, African Americans, men from several foreign countries, 
and two women. All prisoners found themselves confronting common obstacles and problems at Andersonville, including the 
need for shelter, clothing, food, water, and medical attention. Prisoners tried in various ways to make the most of a terrible 
situation. 

Prisoners arriving at Andersonville quickly discovered that they lacked many of life's basic necessities. Many were without 
shelter and constructed crude dwellings known as "shebangs," made from various items including cloth, mud bricks, tree 
limbs, and brush. One group of prisoners, including a printer from Trenton, New Jersey, constructed a shebang by sewing 
together "the sleeve and back linings of my blouse...our sugar and coffee bags, and...the flap of Hoffman's knapsack."¹ In 
some instances, prisoners shared their shebangs with others and cared for those who were sick. 

Clothing also presented a problem at the prison and prisoners spent much time mending their torn clothes. Some prisoners 
did not even have clothes. When a prisoner died and was carried out of the stockade to the "deadhouse" before burial, he 
would be stripped and his clothes were taken back inside the prison. (On one such occasion, the prisoner being stripped was 
discovered to be a female.) Besides being torn and tattered, the clothing was consistently dirty, as soap was hard to come by 
and often not available at all. Prisoners sometimes used sand as a soap substitute. Twenty-one-year-old Albert Shatzel, a 
private in Company A, First Vermont Cavalry, recorded during his first day at Andersonville that "since the day I was Born I 
never saw such misery as there is here...they can't get aney soap or aney thing else to wash their clothes with."² Another 
prisoner, John Ransom, made the most of his situation by operating a barber shop and a laundry service (using sand for 
soap). 

Perhaps the worst condition prisoners faced was the lack of food and water. The standard daily food ration was one-quarter 
pound of cornmeal and either one-third pound of bacon or one pound of beef. Sometimes other items would be issued such 
as peas or molasses. Often the rations were issued uncooked and prisoners had to cook for themselves. That was not an 
easy task since firewood was scarce. Prisoners often combined their rations and cooked them together. If a prisoner had 
money he could do business with the sutler, who operated a small store within the stockade and sold vegetables and other 
food. In May 1864 eggs sold for 50 cents each, molasses 12 dollars a gallon, bacon 6 dollars a pound, cornbread 40 cents a 
loaf, and flour one dollar a pint. Black beans were 40 cents a pint. In June baking soda was 25 cents a spoonful, blackberries 
60 cents a pint, and beans had risen to one dollar a pint. 

One reason Camp Sumter was built at Andersonville was the availability of water. A small stream, called Stockade Branch, 
flowed through the stockade. This water source, however, flowed through two Confederate encampments and the prison 
bakehouse before reaching the prisoners. Once it reached the stockade it was the only water supply for drinking, washing 
clothes, and bathing. The prison latrines, or "sinks," were built on the hillside above the branch and overflowed after heavy 
rains, sending the contents into the water supply and coating the ground after the water subsided. Among several diary 
entries by prisoners, John Ransom's account is less graphic than some, but straight to the point. Ransom wrote "There is so 
much filth about the camp that it is terrible trying to live here."³ When a spring flowed out of the ground after a heavy August 
rainstorm and created a new water supply, the prisoners, attributing it to an act of Providence, named it Providence Spring. 

It is no surprise that under these circumstances sickness was rampant in Andersonville Prison. A hospital originally located 
within the stockade was later moved outside. Some tents were used, and eventually wooden buildings built, but they were not 
enough to accommodate the large number of sick. From February 25 to May 9, 1864, 4,588 patients received treatment and 
1,026 died.4 The leading causes of death as reported by the medical staff were diarrhea, dysentery, and scorbutus (scurvy). 

Inside the prison, a group of prisoners called the "Raiders" banded together to improve their situation by preying on fellow 
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prisoners. Operating in large groups, the Raiders stole food and property by force. Armed with clubs and other items, the 
Raiders sometimes killed to obtain money jewelry, clothes, and food. For several months during the spring and early summer 
of 1864, the Raiders literally ruled the inner stockade at Andersonville. Finally in late June and early July of 1864, a group of 
prisoners banded together to oppose the Raiders. The "Regulators," with the permission of Captain Wirz, rounded up the 
Raiders. Once captured, many were forced to run between two lines of fellow prisoners who beat them as they ran. Others 
had to wear a ball and chain or were put in the stocks. Six leaders of the Raiders suffered a worse fate. These men were tried 
by a jury of 12 fellow prisoners and found guilty of murder. They were sentenced to hang, and the sentence was carried out 
on July 11, 1864. 

To cope with the horrible conditions within the stockade, prisoners turned to various activities. They carved objects, sang 
songs, played games such as checkers and cards, read any material they could get, and wrote letters and diaries. Letters 
home were censored by prison officials, and many never reached their destinations. Other prisoners, intent on escape, spent 
time digging tunnels. Although there are no records of successful escapes via tunnels, some men did escape, mainly from 
work crews when outside the prison. The escape of one ingenious soldier was recorded by John Ransom on May 16, 1864. 
"A funny way of escape has just been discovered by Wirz. A man pretends to be dead and is carried on a stretcher, left with 
the row of the dead. As soon as it gets dark Mr. Deadman jumps up and runs."5 

The horrendous living conditions at Andersonville resulted in the deaths of thousands of prisoners. John Ransom, who was 
imprisoned at Andersonville for seven months, attributed his ability to survive to "an iron constitution that has carried me 
through, and above all a disposition to make the best of everything no matter how bad, and considerable willpower with the 
rest."6 
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Questions for Reading 2 

1. Define the terms shebang, deadhouse, and sutler. 

 

 

2. What were some necessities the prisoners lacked? Why weren't these items available? 

 

 

3. If you had the money, what could you buy in the prison? 

 

 

4. What were the leading causes of death? Why? 

 

 

5. Who were the Raiders? Why do you think they behaved in such a manner? What was their ultimate fate? 

 

 

6. What did the prisoners do to keep themselves occupied and entertained? 

 
 
7. What means of escape were attempted by prisoners? 
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Drawing 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Much of the stockade and prison buildings at Andersonville had either rotted or been hauled off for firewood within several 
years of the Civil War's end. Today, the northeast corner, the southeast corner, and the north gate have been reconstructed 
to give visitors a better idea of what the prison looked like during its operation. Several monuments, erected in the early 20th 
century, honor troops from different states who were imprisoned at Andersonville. Since 1971 the prison site and the nearby 
national cemetery have been administered by the National Park Service as Andersonville National Historic Site. 

 

Questions for Drawing 1 

1. Using Readings 1 and 2 as references, define as many of the elements labeled on the map as you can. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Do you think it is important to preserve the site of Andersonville prison even though the prison itself no longer exists? Why 
or why not? 
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 Drawing 2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Picture Worth a Thousand Words 

I never drew a picture before in my life. Were I an artist, I could have completed it in a short time. I commenced this work in 
the winter of 1879 and finished it in 1885 devoting to it my leisure moments for over 5 years.... 

...In executing the work, I had no picture, map, plan or scale to guide or instruct me, but I relied upon and drew the whole 
subject from memory. To the casual observer, such a thing may be looked upon as absurd and impossible, that it is 
impossible after such a length of time for "memory" to retain such a perfect list and one of details as here portrayed and that I 
must have had assistance from some other source to be able to present such a vast combination of characters and situations 
in so perfect manner. Ah my friends, had you been there and experienced the sufferings that, in common with the thousands 
of other unfortunates who "were there," you too, like myself, would have the whole panorama photographed in your memory 
to remain there to your dying day.... 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Thomas O'Dea, 1887 
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Questions for Drawing 2 

1. Based on the portion of O'Dea's drawing shown above, how would you describe the prison and its surrounding area? 

 

 

 

 

2. Do the artist's words help you understand the impact Andersonville prison had on its occupants? If so, how? 

 

 

 

 

 

3.Why might he have drawn this image? Why did it take him so long to complete? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Find the prisoners who are on their way to the stockade from the railroad. How might prisoners in this situation have felt? 
How do you think they might have felt after they entered the prison? 
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Photo 1: Andersonville Prison     Photo 2: Andersonville Prison, 1864. 

 
(looking southeast from the sinks), 1864. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 

           
 
 
 
 
 

Questions for Photos 1 & 2 
 

1. Locate the shebangs, sinks, and stockade walls in Photo 1. Can you find the tops of any pigeon roosts rising above the 
walls? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What are the prisoners doing in Photo 2? Why would Dorence Atwater's work of labeling each body before burial have 
been important? 
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Letters from Union Prisoners of War 

http://dburgin.tripod.com/letters.html 
 

April 8, 1864--We sometimes draw cow peas for rations, and being a printer by trade, I spread the cow peas out on a blanket 
and quickly pick them up one at a time, after the manner of picking up type. One drawback is the practice of unconsciously 
putting the beans into my mouth. In this way I often eat up the whole printing office.--John Ransom, Sgt., 9th MI CAV 
 
May 16, 1864--A funny way of escape has just been discovered by Wirz. A man pretends to be dead and is carried out on a 
stretcher, and left with a row of dead. As soon as it gets dark, Mr. Dead-man jumps up and runs. Wirz, suspecting the trick, 
took to watching and discovered a "dead man" running away. An examination now takes place by the surgeon before being 
permitted out from under guard. I hear a number have gotten away by this method, and it seems very probable, as dead men 
are so plenty that not much attention is paid to them.--John Ransom, Sgt., 9th MI CAV 
 
June 5, 1864--A man without lice was looked upon as a being to be shunned.--S. O. Lord, Pvt., Co. D, 11th CN INF 
 
June 6, 1864--Lively skirmishing today; caught and killed 17 or 20 lice, all fat and in good condition.--Eugene Forbes, Sgt., 
Co. B, 14th NJ CAV 
 
June 9, 1864--An ohio boy at one time set himself up in the provision business by altering a greenback of one dollar into one 
hundred. We considered it fair to take every advantage of them we could contrive, and it amused us to hear them gravely 
charge us with want of honesty. Says one of them one day to me, "I've learn that yourn Yanks, down thar whar you live, make 
wooden pumpkins seeds, and I'll be dod rot if I don't beleve I got some of um and planted, a year afore this war for not a 
durned one cum'd up 'cept what the pesky hins scratched up".--Lessel Long, Pvt., Co. F, 13th IN INF 
 
June 19, 1864--When a man is shot now it is called "paroled".--John Ransom, Sgt., 9th MI CAV 
 
 
September 1, 1864--From the fourth of July until the first day of September, every day in those two months, I killed three 
hundred lice and nits. When I got up to this number I would stop killing until the next day.--S. J. Gibson, Cpl., 103rd PA INF 
 
September 23, 1864--Well, we had to have some kind of amusement and didn't have anything to play with, so some of the 
boys got to racing lice. That got to be quite an amusement. We would get a tin plate from some one and make a small ring in 
the center of the plate then make a ring around the cut edge of it, then heat it in the sun, drop the two lice in the center of the 
plate, and bet on the one getting out of the ring first. Someone would say drop and as soon as they struck the plate they 
would start and it was fun to see them run. There was two kinds of lice, some were dark, some slimmer and more round and 
lighter in color. One fellow had one that was the best. That fellow would bave bet any money on it if he had it. I see poor 
fellows crawl up to look at the lice race that would be dead in thirty minutes, and I have seen them sitting up on the ground, 
their head between their hands, and fall over dead, lay there till dead wagon came and hauled them out.--William B. Clifton, 
Pvt., Co. K, 8th IN CAV 
 
Novermber 4, 1864--A branch of business carried on at the prison, was "raising" Confederate notes. Confederate money was 
poorly made, both in design and execution. The "ones" and "twos" and "tens" and "twenties" were almost alike except in the 
figures that told their denomination. If a man could get one or two-dollar bills, he knew where to take it and have it converted 
into a ten or twenty. "All work done in the best style of art and warranted to Pass." In buying beans or meal with this money, 
we always aimed to trade so as to get one or two small bills in change so that we could make another "raise". I expect that 
good brother who thought we stole the sacks from the quartermaster, will think this looks like counterfeiting. It does look that 
way, and those Yanks been caught up it they might have been sent to Andersonville, the worst imprisonment I can think of 
and sentenced to remain there as long as Confederate money had a value.--John B. Vaughter, Sgt., Co. C., 4th KY INF 
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December 26, 1864--There werre about a dozen of us who went together and fixed up a place in one of the sheds which we 
called our own. There we remained several days and night. The weather was very cold and having no clothing we suffered 
terribly. We would all lay down together and crowd up to each other as close as we could to get all the warmth possible, one 
from the other. In this way we spent our time, only getting out long enough to answer at roll call and draw our rations. After 
eating our scanty supply we would lay down and remain as quiet as we could. We had been here but a short time until we 
were bothered terribly with the greybacks. As soon as we would begin to get a little warm they would commence their daily 
and nightly drill. They would have division, brigade, and regiment and company drills, ending up with a general review. When 
those large fellows began to prance around in front of the lines it would make some one halloo out, "I must turn over, I can't 
stand this any longer." So we would all turn to the right or the left as the case might be. This would stop the chaps for a short 
time.--Lessel Long, Pvt., Co. F, 13th IN INF 
 
March 27, 1864--Sometimes we have visitors of citizens and women who come to  
look at us. There is sympathy in some of their faces and in some a lack of it.--John L. Ransom, Sgt, Co. A, 9th Michigan 
Cavalry 
 
April 25, 1864--On the 21st the tunnel was opened and two fellows escaped to the outside. Myself next went out--jumped up 
and ran for dear life. In an hour we had traveled perhaps three miles. We heard dogs after us. Capt. Wirz interviewed us. We 
were put in the chain gang-not so bad at all. We had more to eat than when inside. Am not permenently hurt any.--John L. 
Ransom 
 
May 9, 1864--Men are continuously going up to the dead line and getting shot. they do not get much sympathy, as they 
should know better.--John Ransom 
 
May 15, 1864--Sunday comes again. But, oh what a place to spend the Sabbath. No chiming bells. Nothing to put us in the 
mind of this being the Lords day. OH! How I long to be at home once more (and) got to church every Sunday.--Leander W. 
Kennedy, Co. I, 5th Michigan Infantry 
 
May 25, 1864--In the early summer, Captain Wirz issued to the prisoners picks and shovels, with which to dig wells for 
increased water supply. From some of these wells the men started tunnels through which to escape. Discovering this, the 
commander withdrew the tools, and ordered the wells to be filled up.--John L. Maile, Co. F, 8th Michigan Infantry 
 
May 27, 1864--Some of the old prisoners made a raid on the new prisoners and stole their blankets and rations and the new 
fellows pitched in and there was a big fight and many a poor cuss got his head mashed with clubs or stones.--Albert H. 
Schatzel,  
Pvt., Co. A, 1st Vermont Cavalry 
 
May 27, 1864--We twist up pieces of tin, stovepipe, etc. for dishes. A favorite and common dish is half of a canteen. Our 
spoons are made of wood. Hardly one man in ten has a dish of any kind to put his rations of soup or molasses in, and often 
old shoes, dirty caps are brought into requisition.--John L. Ransom 
 
May 28, 1864--There is one commodity never had in any market. It is ahead of any Dutch brewery extract; it is meal beer 
made by letting corn meal sour in water. The vender cries, "here is your nice meal beer; right sour, well seasoned with 
sassafras."--John Northrup, Pvt., Co. D., 7th Connecticut Infantry 
 
May 31, 1864--We all expect the lice will rallie on us and take the whole party for a  
lunch for there isn't enough of us for a meal.--W. F. Lyon, Pvt., Co. C., 9th Minnesota Infantry 
 
May 28, 1864--A man named Turner, who lived near the prison, kept a pack of bloodhounds, and he was employed by 
Captain Wirz to catch those who escaped. Every morning at daylight the dogs were called together, and with their master, 
who was mounted on a large bay horse, they made a circuit of the prison.--Josiah Brownell, Pvt., Co. A, 13th U. S. Infantry 
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June 1, 1864--Took a walk around camp. Deplorable sight. Some without clothing, some in last agonies of death; others 
writhing under the pangs of disease or wounds; some as black as mulatttos with smoke and dirt.--Eugene Forbes, Sgt., Co. 
B, 4th New Jersey Infantry 
 
June 11, 1864--I went down to the gate and got the exact number of prisoners in the bull pen both black and white and I 
found them to be 22,330 and we are all packed on ten acre square. There is 18 in the piece but 8 of it is taken up for what is 
called the dead line and woe to the yank that gets his body inside of that line for every yank they shoot they get 30 days 
furlough and they don't stop to let you get in far before rip goes you jacket.--Albert H. Schatzel 
 
June 17, 1864--It was often that the last to arrive at the prison were the first to succumb. The beans were so wormy and 
weavel eaten that it took one of us to skim off the maggots and insects all the time it was boiling.--Bjorn Aslaksan, Pvt., Co. H, 
9th Minnesota Cavalry 
 
 
June 23, 1864--Another pass time was whitteling. Give a Yankee a jack knife and he  
can make almost anything. The rebels found out the most expert whittlers and furnished them materials to work upon and 
thus many prisoners earned extra rations in this way.--Thomas A. Gossett, Pvt., Co. I, 7th Indiana Infantry 
 
June 28, 1864--To what extremes bad men will go to secure their own comfort was fully illustrated in the doings of a band of 
robbers in Andersonville, or "Mosby's Maurauders", as the rest of the prisoners call them. Their rendezvous was near the 
southwest end of the prison.--John W. Urban, Pvt., Co. D, 1st Pennsylvania Infantry 
 
July 2, 1864--Early in the morning seen a boy about to die. The little fellow called for his mother.--Albert H. Schatzel 
 
July 4, 1864--So far as I know, the idea that brought about the overthrow of the murderous raiders came from Wirz himself; 
and it is certain that the efforts of the "law and order" organization, and of the police force, all of whom deserve great credit in 
arresting the "raiders", would have been fruitless but for the cooperation of Wirz.--John E. Warren, Wisconsin Artillery 
 
July 16, 1864--Today a tunnel was discovered by the rebel authorities. Four of the prisoners had dug a well 60 feet deep and 
about 20 feet down they had struck out dug 20 feet outside the stockade and were a going to escape in 10 nights, one of our 
men betrayed them for a plug of tobacco.--Samuel Burdick, Pvt., Co. H, 17th Iowa Infantry 
 
July 19, 1864--I have thought of my past life much and of the happy days when dear Mary was alive and alright. O why was 
my dear wife taken from me and others left that were not as happy as we were? But God's ways are not our ways, or his 
thoughts our thoughts, and he doeth all things well. It is nine weeks since I was captured.--Amos E. Stearns, Pvt., Co. A, 25th 
Mass. Infantry 
 
August 3, 1864--Thieving was the order of the day. When we lay down at night we would tie our cup and spoon to our arms 
and I have often felt a pull at my string. None but an old prisoner can realize that value of a cup and spoon to our boys in 
prison.--S. O. Lord, Pvt., Co. D, 11th Connecticut Infantry 
 
August 9, 1864--On the 7th, 8th, and 9th the weather was so awfully hot that it really appeared as if the heat would kill us all; 
those were the most terrible days in the history of our prison. On the 9th one hundred and seventy five prisoners died, and the 
mortality in the three days was nearly five hundred.--John W. Urban 
 
August 12, 1864--We had a chance to look around and see what the storm had done for us. The entire prison, including the 
swamp, was swept in such a manner as to be quite clean compared to its former condition. Almost all the filth and vermon on 
the ground was swept away. It was soon discovered that a strong, pure spring of water had burst out. The water was cool and 
pure in great contrast to the filthy stuff we had been using.--John W. Urban 
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August 13, 1864--Occupying a wall-tent near our dispensary was a lady with a young child. I at first supposed that she was 
the wife of one of the officers in charge, but soon learned that she was a prisoner, having been captured in company with her 
husband, who was steamboat captain and a civilian.--Solon Hyde, Pvt., 17th Ohio Infantry 
 
August 19, 1864--Each morning, at 9 o'clock, a lone drummer appeared at the south gate and beat "sick call", when the worst 
cases of sick would be carried up and examined by two attending physicians, a few of which would be admitted to the hospital 
and the rest returned to their respective divisions. The same drummer thumped away each morning to summon the camp to 
deliver up its dead.--Charles Fosdick, Pvt., Co. K, 5th Iowa Infantry 
 
September 13, 1864--One the 13th of September the only remaining one of my company died, leaving me alone as far as my 
company was concerned. This event made me very sad. I, the youngest boy in the regiment, and sick besides, I nerved up for 
the worst and resolved to stand the thing through, that I might tell the poor boys' friends where they died.--Charles Fosdick 
 
September 19, 1864--A priest belonging to the Catholic church was almost daily among us, and worked faithfully among the 
sick and dying members of his own church. He had also always a kind word for all of us.--John W. Urban 
 
October 23, 1864--As for myself, I never felt so utterly depressed, cursed, and God-forsaken in all my life before. All my 
former experiences in battles, on marches, and at my capture were not a drop in the bucket as compared with this.--Walter E. 
Smith, Pvt., Co. K, 14th Illinois Infantry 
 
December 29, 1864--We sit around our scanty fires shivering and hungry thinking of what good times we might enjoy were we 
permitted to be at home. We endeavor to keep a stiff upper lip.--George M. Shearer, Pvt., Co. E, 17th Iowa Infantry 
 
February 24, 1865--Our clothes were nearly worn out, and we had to go around and seek out the dead and rob them of the 
clothes they had in order to keep from freezing to death ourselves.--Bjorn Aslaksan 
 
March 7, 1865--In March, 1865, we began to hear rumors of the advance of our forces from the guards, and to look forward 
with hope to the time when we should once more be free.--Thadeus L. Waters, Pvt., Co. G, 2nd Michigan Cavalry 
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Nine Months in a Union Prison 

(Testimony from a Survivor) 
http://dburgin.tripod.com/9_months.html 

"The following is a brief sketch of prison life at Elmira, New York, written by Sergeant G. W. D. Porter, 44th Tenn. Infantry 
Regiment, CSA.  Sergeant Porter adds another bit of information to the already voluminous record of the treatment of 
Confederate prisoners.   In contrast with the conduct of Colt, Beale and the hog-backed Scotcbman, it affords us real 
pleasure to record in these pages the kindness and gentlemanly demeanor of Lieutenant Groves, the cashier of the prison." 
Dr. Edwin L. Drake, Editor "The Annals of the Army of Tennessee" 

The writer, with about five hundred other prisoners of war, arrived at Elmira about the first of August, 1864, after a 
confinement of forty five days at Point Lookout.   I spent the first day in a thorough examination of my new abode, and its 
advantages as a home until fortune would release me from its durance.  It contained several acres of ground, enclosed by a 
plank fence about fourteen feet high; some three feet from the top on the outside ran a narrow footway, or parapet, of plank, 
supported by braces.   On this the sentinels walked day and night, being enabled from this height to command a view of the 
entire prison.     

On the inside, large globe lamps were ranged at regular intervals, which were lighted shortly after sunset and extinguished 
after fair day-light, thus rendering it impossible, even in the darkest night, for anyone to approach without being discovered. 
Near the center of the enclosure, and on the north side, was the main entrance, by large folding doors.  East of this point, on 
the outside about fifty yards from the enclosure, was a large observatory, upon which hundreds would crowd daily to get a 
view of the prisoners-many to gloat, perhaps, on their sufferings; some to gaze in wonder and awe upon the ragged, bob-
tailed crew who had on many fields conquered their best armies; and some, no doubt, to sigh for an exchange of these men 
for fathers, sons and brothers who were suffering kindred miseries at Libby, Salisbury and Andersonville.  A single tree -a 
walnut- stood opposite the observatory, and its shade was particularly grateful during the month of August. 

The south, or rear, line of the enclosure stood on the bank of the Chemung.   Through the center ran a deep channel, cut by 
the river at high tide, the upper and lower ends of which were dry part of the year; the middle always contained water to the 
depth of two feet or more.   During, the hot months, the prisoners suffered greatly from heat at night, owing to their crowding 
in tents.   In October, materials and tools were furnished, and wooden barracks were built. During our tent life, two blankets 
were furnished to six men; one stick of green pine or hemlock, from four to six feet long and rarely over six inches in diameter, 
was the daily allowance of fuel for six men; no tools were allowed to cut and split it.  J. W. Daniel was woodchopper for our 
mess, patiently hacking the wood in two with an old case knife, and splitting it with the aid of a railroad spike and a rock.   The 
routine of roll-call was most exactingly carried out in spite of bad weather, no one being allowed to break ranks under the 
most urgent circumstances until the signal was given.  Owing to the diet, crowding and other unwholesome surroundings, 
bowel complaints were exceedingly common and severe, and the requirements of the disease often subjected the 
unfortunates to a brutish befouling of clothing and person while standing in ranks awaiting the leisurely completion of a simple 
routine task. 

Majors Colt and Beale were at times not only unkind, but unjust and oppressive.   Beale, on one occasion, aroused all of the 
inmates of the prison on a bitter cold night, and made them stand in line until he ascertained how many had United States 
overcoats, and where they got them.  He then had the coats carried to his quarters, where the tails were cut off, and the 
mutilated garments restored to their owners.  These officers had men tied up by the thumbs to make them reveal suppositious 
plots.   An instrument of torture called the "sweat box " will bear describing to the uninitiated.  They were made of stout 
planks, of different dimensions, so as to gauge the victim's size.  They were secured upright to a post, with a hinged door, 
and when a culprit could be squeezed in, so much the better for the violated law.  An aperture for the nose was the only 
evidence of charity in their construction.   When a prisoner was to be committed, he was marched to successive boxes until 
one was found to suit; with his back to the entrance and his arms close to his side, he was thrust in and the door closed with a 
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push and fastened. 

Ward inspection was held every Sunday morning by a captain or lieutenant.  On these occasions none were excused from 
attendance.  The presence of every man had to be verified; and if any were found in the privies, or on the road therefrom, 
they were dragged to the guard-house, where a mysterious performance added terror to the situation.   The guard-house had 
two rooms-the rear one for prisoners; as the victim entered the.door a blanket was dropped over his head: and he was forced 
to the floor and robbed of every thing he had.   He was then left half-suffocated, without an opportunity of knowing who did the 
deed.   Many of the Federal officers were brutes in the human form.   One, whose name I have forgotten, was a fiend. He was 
a tall, humped-back Scotchman, nicknamed by the boys "Old HogBack," but he was a hog all over.  On several occasions I 
have seen him kick sick men off of the walk with his heavy boots, simply because they were too feeble to get out of his way 
quickly enough, or did not care to get out in the mud and water to let him pass.   I hope some reader of the ANNALS may, 
perchance, remember his name and report it, so as to impale his memory with the infamy of wanton cruelty to helpless and 
defenseless fellow-creatures. 

Lieutenant Groves, the cashier of the prison bank, was, in every respect, a gentleman, and, for his kindness and humanity, 
his name is gratefully remembered by every inmate of the Elmira Prison who come in contact with him. 

Threats of retaliation for the Fort Pillow affair were often circulated to induce men to take the oath.   At one time, it was put out 
that lots were to be drawn for men to be placed on gunboats under fire of Sumter and other forts.  To an officer who was 
threatening me with such terrors, I replied: "Put me down on that list as a volunteer.  I would be delighted with the exchange, 
and think I can stand any thing your men can."  I was determined to brag a little, just to cut his feathers, and I succeeded. 

My gorge, bile, spleen and phlegm will rise somewhat yet at the recollection of the quantity and quality of the food doled out at 
the model humanitarium at Elmira in the years 1864-5.   I have long since gotten over the sense of soreness begotten of the 
knocks and hurts incident to honorable warfare; but Elmira, somehow, when I happen to think of it, will play the deuce with my 
patriotism and loyalty to my country in thought, not act, but only at these times.  Ah well! I'd live it down and die content if I 
was only sure that "Old Hog-Back " will not be able to cbeat the devil out of his own.   Prove me this, and I am "truly loyal." 
 But here's the ration:  The strong sustained life on four ounces of sour light bread and three ounces of salt beef or pork for 
breakfast; for dinner, the same amount of bread was allowed, and, in lieu of the meat, a compound called soup, but in reality 
nothing more than hot salty water, in which bags of peas or beans had been boiled, but which were carefully removed and 
kept for other uses than to make animal heat for cold, starving prisoners of war.   This salt-water diet will account for the large 
number of cases of scurvy and dysentery which carried off so many.   A great number of the men were in rags, and but a 
small quantity of clothing was issued by the United States Government.  Of that received from home and friends, the amount 
was restricted, and only obtainable on a permit approved at headquarters.   When the mercury got down to 35 degrees below 
zero in the winter of 1864-5, I saw numbers of my comrades with frost-bitten hands, feet, ears and faces. 

For the truth of these statements, I am willing to abide by the evidence of hundreds of living witnesses North and South.   
Moore, Colt and Beal, of the prison authorities, could tell a tale if they would. They surely can remember an order that was to 
deprive a prison full of half -starved wretches of all food until they produced a barrel of beans which had been stolen by their 
own underlings.   They can recall the fact that only one stove was allowed to each hundred men, and only half enough fuel for 
use, while hundreds of wagon-loads were stacked on the premises.   But the graves of dead Southern soldiers at Elmira tell a 
tale, before which every utterance of the lip or pen is dumb in comparison. The writer, with about five hundred other prisoners 
of war, arrived at Elmira about the first of August, 1864, after a confinement of forty five days at Point Lookout.   I spent the 
first day in a thorough examination of my new abode, and its advantages as a home until fortune would release me from its 
durance.  It contained several acres of ground, enclosed by a plank fence about fourteen feet high; some three feet from the 
top on the outside ran a narrow footway, or parapet, of plank, supported by braces.   On this the sentinels walked day and 
night, being enabled from this height to command a view of the entire prison.   On the inside, large globe lamps were ranged 
at regular intervals, which were lighted shortly after sunset and extinguished after fair day-light, thus rendering it impossible, 
even in the darkest night, for anyone to approach without being discovered. Near the center of the enclosure, and on the 
north side, was the main entrance, by large folding doors.  East of this point, on the outside about fifty yards from the 
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enclosure, was a large observatory, upon which hundreds would crowd daily to get a view of the prisoners-many to gloat, 
perhaps, on their sufferings; some to gaze in wonder and awe upon the ragged, bob-tailed crew who had on many fields 
conquered their best armies; and some, no doubt, to sigh for an exchange of these men for fathers, sons and brothers who 
were suffering kindred miseries at Libby, Salisbury and Andersonville.  A single tree -a walnut- stood opposite the 
observatory, and its shade was particularly grateful during the month of August. 

The south, or rear, line of the enclosure stood on the bank of the Chemung.   Through the center ran a deep channel, cut by 
the river at high tide, the upper and lower ends of which were dry part of the year; the middle always contained water to the 
depth of two feet or more.   During, the hot months, the prisoners suffered greatly from heat at night, owing to their crowding 
in tents.   In October, materials and tools were furnished, and wooden barracks were built. During our tent life, two blankets 
were furnished to six men; one stick of green pine or hemlock, from four to six feet long and rarely over six inches in diameter, 
was the daily allowance of fuel for six men; no tools were allowed to cut and split it.  J. W. Daniel was woodchopper for our 
mess, patiently hacking the wood in two with an old case knife, and splitting it with the aid of a railroad spike and a rock.   The 
routine of roll-call was most exactingly carried out in spite of bad weather, no one being allowed to break ranks under the 
most urgent circumstances until the signal was given.  Owing to the diet, crowding and other unwholesome surroundings, 
bowel complaints were exceedingly common and severe, and the requirements of the disease often subjected the 
unfortunates to a brutish befouling of clothing and person while standing in ranks awaiting the leisurely completion of a simple 
routine task. 

Majors Colt and Beale were at times not only unkind, but unjust and oppressive.   Beale, on one occasion, aroused all of the 
inmates of the prison on a bitter cold night, and made them stand in line until he ascertained how many had United States 
overcoats, and where they got them.  He then had the coats carried to his quarters, where the tails were cut off, and the 
mutilated garments restored to their owners.  These officers had men tied up by the thumbs to make them reveal suppositious 
plots.   An instrument of torture called the "sweat box " will bear describing to the uninitiated.  They were made of stout 
planks, of different dimensions, so as to gauge the victim's size.  They were secured upright to a post, with a hinged door, 
and when a culprit could be squeezed in, so much the better for the violated law.  An aperture for the nose was the only 
evidence of charity in their construction.   When a prisoner was to be committed, he was marched to successive boxes until 
one was found to suit; with his back to the entrance and his arms close to his side, he was thrust in and the door closed with a 
push and fastened. 

Ward inspection was held every Sunday morning by a captain or lieutenant.  On these occasions none were excused from 
attendance.  The presence of every man had to be verified; and if any were found in the privies, or on the road therefrom, 
they were dragged to the guard-house, where a mysterious performance added terror to the situation.   The guard-house had 
two rooms-the rear one for prisoners; as the victim entered the.door a blanket was dropped over his head: and he was forced 
to the floor and robbed of every thing he had.   He was then left half-suffocated, without an opportunity of knowing who did the 
deed.   Many of the Federal officers were brutes in the human form.   One, whose name I have forgotten, was a fiend. He was 
a tall, humped-back Scotchman, nicknamed by the boys "Old HogBack," but he was a hog all over.  On several occasions I 
have seen him kick sick men off of the walk with his heavy boots, simply because they were too feeble to get out of his way 
quickly enough, or did not care to get out in the mud and water to let him pass.   I hope some reader of the ANNALS may, 
perchance, remember his name and report it, so as to impale his memory with the infamy of wanton cruelty to helpless and 
defenseless fellow-creatures. 

Lieutenant Groves, the cashier of the prison bank, was, in every respect, a gentleman, and, for his kindness and humanity, 
his name is gratefully remembered by every inmate of the Elmira Prison who come in contact with him. 

Threats of retaliation for the Fort Pillow affair were often circulated to induce men to take the oath.   At one time, it was put out 
that lots were to be drawn for men to be placed on gunboats under fire of Sumter and other forts.  To an officer who was 
threatening me with such terrors, I replied: "Put me down on that list as a volunteer.  I would be delighted with the exchange, 
and think I can stand any thing your men can."  I was determined to brag a little, just to cut his feathers, and I succeeded. 
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My gorge, bile, spleen and phlegm will rise somewhat yet at the recollection of the quantity and quality of the food doled out at 
the model humanitarium at Elmira in the years 1864-5.   I have long since gotten over the sense of soreness begotten of the 
knocks and hurts incident to honorable warfare; but Elmira, somehow, when I happen to think of it, will play the deuce with my 
patriotism and loyalty to my country in thought, not act, but only at these times.  Ah well! I'd live it down and die content if I 
was only sure that "Old Hog-Back " will not be able to beat the devil out of his own.   Prove me this, and I am "truly loyal."  But 
here's the ration:  The strong sustained life on four ounces of sour light bread and three ounces of salt beef or pork for 
breakfast; for dinner, the same amount of bread was allowed, and, in lieu of the meat, a compound called soup, but in reality 
nothing more than hot salty water, in which bags of peas or beans had been boiled, but which were carefully removed and 
kept for other uses than to make animal heat for cold, starving prisoners of war.   This salt-water diet will account for the large 
number of cases of scurvy and dysentery which carried off so many.   A great number of the men were in rags, and but a 
small quantity of clothing was issued by the United States Government.  Of that received from home and friends, the amount 
was restricted, and only obtainable on a permit approved at headquarters.   When the mercury got down to 35 degrees below 
zero in the winter of 1864-5, I saw numbers of my comrades with frost-bitten hands, feet, ears and faces. 

For the truth of these statements, I am willing to abide by the evidence of hundreds of living witnesses North and South.   
Moore, Colt and Beal, of the prison authorities, could tell a tale if they would. They surely can remember an order that was to 
deprive a prison full of half -starved wretches of all food until they produced a barrel of beans which had been stolen by their 
own underlings.   They can recall the fact that only one stove was allowed to each hundred men, and only half enough fuel for 
use, while hundreds of wagon-loads were stacked on the premises.   But the graves of dead Southern soldiers at Elmira tell a 
tale, before which every utterance of the lip or pen is dumb in comparison. 
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DOCUMENT ANALYSIS SHEET 
 

1. Type of Document (check one): 
   
   Newspaper    Map      Advertisement   Letter    
  
   Telegram    Congressional Record   Patent    Press Release  
 
   Census Report   Memorandum    Report    Other 
 
2. Unique Physical Qualities of the Document (check one or more): 
   
   Interesting letterhead   Notations    Handwritten    Received Stamp
   
   Seals      Typed     Other 
 
3. Date (s) of Document:               

 
 

4. Author (or Creator) and Position/Title of the Document:         
 
 

5. For What Audience was the Document Written?          
 
 

6. Document Information: 
  List three things author said that you think is important: 
                  
                  
                   
 
  Why do you think this document was written: 
                  
                   
                   
 
  What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written?  Quote from the document. 
                   
                   
                   
 
  List two things the document tells you about life in the United States at the time it was written. 
                   
                   
                   
 
  Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document. 
                   
                   D
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Putting It All Together 
 
Andersonville Prison was shut down when the war ended in 1865. Some former prisoners remained in federal service, but 
most returned to their prewar civilian occupations. Andersonville Prison would not be forgotten, either by those who 
experienced it or by later generations of Americans. It continues to symbolize the prisoner of war experience: physical and 
mental suffering and the need to cope with almost intolerable conditions. The following activities will provide students with an 
opportunity to better comprehend the prisoner of war experience and understand how the story of Andersonville is relevant 
today. 

Activity 1: Family History  Have students with an ancestor who fought or lived during the Civil War research that person's 
life. Have other students find and read firsthand accounts of the war. (Most libraries have several volumes of such accounts.) 
Ask all students to write an essay describing what those persons did during the war and how the war affected their lives. Post 
these essays on a bulletin board. 

Activity 2: Money in Prison  As students enter the classroom, assume the role of the "sutler" and issue them various 
amounts of "money." (Use play money or simply give them a slip of paper that states the amount of money they are allotted.) 
Stress to them that this money must last throughout their prison stay. As the class begins, tell students that no rations will be 
issued. If they are to eat, they must buy from the "sutler's" (your) supply. Have the students determine what they would buy 
based on the figures in Reading 2. Would they need to pay to have their hair cut or laundry washed? Would they try to save 
some of their money until they are released? Give students about 10 minutes to make their decisions, and then call on 
several students who were allotted different amounts of money. Have them report on their spending. Then ask other students 
to explain the guidelines they used to "budget" their funds. 

Activity 3: The Raiders' Trial  Have students "reenact" the Raiders' trial (excluding carrying out the sentence!). Select six 
Raiders, a defense lawyer, a prosecution lawyer, and a number of prisoners to testify. Specific accusations must be made 
from the (imagined) personal experiences of the prisoners. The class can act as jury and decide the fate of the Raiders. (The 
same idea can be used with the trial of Captain Wirz.) 

Activity 4: Prisoner of War Camps  Ask the students to research the existence of prisoner of war camps (from any war) in 
their local area, their state, or a nearby state. The state historical library can provide research materials if a camp was located 
in the state or in a nearby state. Where were the prisoners from? Compare this prison with Andersonville. 

Activity 5: Interview a Former Prisoner of War  As a class, develop an outline for an interview or discussion questions to 
ask a former prisoner of war (POW). Students may arrange interviews on their own, or you may ask a former POW to speak 
to your class. (Organizations such as the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars are excellent sources for locating 
former prisoners of war who are willing to visit schools.) On the following day, have students compare their guest's 
experience with that of the prisoners at Andersonville. Visit the Veterans History Project website, a project created by the 
Library of Congress, and have students submit their interviews to the collection. 
 


