

Lesson Plan Template

Teacher: Lori Drouhard
Lesson Title:  Uncle Tom's Cabin
Grade Level: 8th
Lesson Time Length: 4 days
Big Idea: (What do you want students to understand at a deep level? An example might 
be “Students understand that the relationships between Native American groups, 
immigrants, and European Americans were very complex.”)
Students will have a better understanding of what a slave's life was like in the South on 
three different plantations.
Lesson Abstract: (Provide a short two or three sentence description highlighting what 
your lesson is about.)
The students will compare and contrast the life of a slave on three very different 
plantations in the South during the mid 1800's.  The movie itself really makes the 
students take a hard look at racial views at that time and now.  I also tell them that I can 
not take to this time period, but this will really make you think about what it was like to 
be a freeman and a slave.
Lesson Background and Context: (Provide a paragraph or two that provides users 
with a sense of time, events, and place in which your lesson fits.)
The movie is based on the book by Harriet Beecher Stowe, "Uncle Tom's Cabin".  It 
takes place in the old south and portrays salve life from New Orleans to being a 
freeman in Canada, to the worst conditions you could ever imagine on a plantation.  It 
shows the believe of the courage that they will be free some day.
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Standards Alignment: (List the state standards and benchmarks that this lesson will 
target.)
Common Core- March to War 1850's to 1861
Standard 5
Relationships between people, place, idea, and environments are dynamic.  
Objectives (Describe what students will know and be able to do after their learning. 
This should be a simple list of specific content knowledge and historical / literacy skills.)
Students will know what time period this takes place.
Students will know where in the United States this takes place.
Students will know what a slave auction was like.
Students will be able write about their emotions and struggles watching the movie as 
well as what the characters are going through.
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Teaching Materials: (List the resources you use to deliver the lesson. This might 
include textbooks, trade books, fiction, videos, artifacts, and primary sources.)
VHS tape "Uncle Tom's Cabin"  pictured above and a copy of the book to show them 
that it was actually a book first.
Slave shackles if available
Any pictures of slaves during this time period, to be shown after the movie.
Vocabulary: (List the terms and concepts will students learn.)
Emancipation Proclamation
Slavery
Dignity
Redemption
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: (List and describe the steps necessary to 
deliver this lesson.)
Describe to me what your chores and responsibilities are at home and/or at work.
Describe to me what the life a slave was like in the 1850's.
Compare the two in a Venn diagram.
I explain that there is no way to take them back in time or take them on a virtual field trip 
to a working plantation in the Old South and what it was like to work in the cotton fields, 
but that this movie will give them a sense of what it was like and how they felt about 
being a slave.
They are required to write out at least 3 questions and answers to be turned in at the 
end of eschew session. The questions can not be yes/no type questions (points are 
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taken away for that).  I check first to make sure that they have at least three Q & A's and 
then and then I use some of the questions for a pop quiz the next day. We also use 
them for discussions before we start watching the next section of the video.
I also stop the video and check for understanding or stop to see if the can make 
predictions as to what do they think will happen next.
A the end of the lesson, I have a debriefing with students and discuss anything that they 
want to talk about.  Their frustrations with the characters, the mind set of the plantation 
owners, why this happened, etc.  I ask the students to write a 2 pages reflective/opinion 
paper.  They can use their questions and answers if they like.  
Technology Integration: (What technology will you and your students use to complete 
this lesson? This may include web sites, software, simulations, Web 2.0 tools, social 
media, and devices such as iPads.)
VHS player
iPads 
Pages app
Evaluation and Assessment: (What evidence will students provide to prove they have 
learned what you want them to learn? List any formative and summative tools that the 
teacher uses as part of this lesson.)
The evidence is the two page paper written by the student.  Check for knowledge of the 
topic and emotions.
Extension and Enrichment: (Describe how you will extend the learning for gifted 
students as well as what you might do for remediation and re-teaching.)
I would have them pick a particular slave's voice story and give an oral report with some 
time of media display about their life, struggles and family if available.
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Resources: (Be sure to attach student handouts, lecture notes, presentations and other 
documents associated with the lesson.)
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