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The Historical Significance of the Gettysburg Address 

 
Teacher:  Tyson Bauerle   
 
 
Lesson Title:  Gettysburg Address: Historical Significance 
 
 
Grade Level:  8th Grade  
 
 
Lesson Time Length:  Two Block Schedule Class Periods 
 
 
Big Idea (What do you want students to understand at a deep level?  A Big Idea 
helps students make sense of lots of otherwise discrete, confusing or seemingly 
isolated facts): 
 
At 2+ minutes in length and a total of 272 words, what is the historical 
significance of the Gettysburg Address? 
 
 
Lesson Abstract:  
 
This lesson will allow the students to dissect the text of the Gettysburg 
Address, and discover the historical significance of the Address. Students will 
be using highlighters to compare/contrast the text. They will also be viewing 
various reactions to the Address the following day in newspapers. By the end, 
the students will be able to discuss and show the historical significance of the 
speech/text through a short audio-visual presentation.  
 
 
Lesson Background and Context: 
 
Given on November 19, 1863, four and a half months after the Battle of 
Gettysburg, the Gettysburg Address is one of the iconic speeches in US history. 
Lincoln was asked to give a few appropriate remarks at the ceremony, honoring 
the soldiers and ground in which the battle took place. Lincoln was actually the 
second speaker of the day, following Edward Everett’s two hour speech. 
Lincoln’s speech only lasted a couple minutes, but the text and phrases are 
widely recognized today. The audience consisted of townsfolk from central 
Pennsylvania, politicians, soldiers, and newspaper writers. It was not a widly 
publicized event at the time. Why, in the middle of the Civil War, is a two 
minute speech significant? Why is it remembered today?  
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Standards Alignment: 
 
History Standard: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding 
of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and developments in the 
history of Kansas, the United States, and the world, utilizing essential 
analytical and research skills. 
 

Benchmark 2: The student uses a working knowledge and 
understanding of individuals, groups, ideas, developments, and the 
causes and effects of the Civil War. 

 
5. describes the turning points of the Civil War (e.g., Antietam, 
Gettysburg, Emancipation Proclamation, and Sherman’s March to 
the Sea). 

 
6. compares and contrasts various points of views during the Civil 
War era (e.g., abolitionists vs. slaveholders, Robert E. Lee vs. 
Ulysses S. Grant, Abraham Lincoln vs. Jefferson Davis, and 
Harriett Beecher Stowe vs. Mary Chestnut). 
 

Benchmark 4: The student engages in historical thinking skills. 
 

  4. compares contrasting descriptions of the same event in United 
States history to understand how people differ in their 
interpretations of historical events. 

 
 
Objectives (what students will know and be able to do): 
 

• Read the text of the Gettysburg Address 
• Understand the historical context of the Gettysburg Address 
• Dissect/Discuss the text of the Gettysburg Address 
• Evaluate the reaction toward the Gettysburg Address the day after the 

ceremony using various resources 
• Describe the historical significance of the Gettysburg Address 
• Present the historical significance of the Gettysburg Address using iMovie 

 
 
Teaching Materials: 
 

• Wordle of Gettysburg Address – wordle.net 
• Internet 
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• Copy of text of Gettysburg Address - 
http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.
htm 

• KWL Chart 
• Highlighters of various colors 
• Ipads, if available, or computers 
• iMovie 
• Youtube clip – Gettysburg Address performed by Jeff Daniels: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4bM9geY0do 
• http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/lprbscsm/scsm1130/001r.jpg 

o this is a copy of Baltimore newspaper, The Sun, day after 
Gettysburg Address 

• http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/gettysburg/ideas_more.htm 
o this provides links to reactions from newspapers the day after the 

Gettysburg Address 
 
 
Vocabulary (terms and concepts will students learn): 
 

• Dedicate 
• Consecrate 
• Score 

 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
 
1. Lesson Introduction/Bell Activity 
 A. Hand out/View a Wordle of Gettysburg Address – wordle.net 
  1. What words stick out? Class discussion  
  2. What do you think this is? Class discussion 
 B. Hand out a copy of the Gettysburg Address 

1. What do you already know about the Gettysburg Address? What 
questions do you have that you want answered? Complete this on a 
KWL Chart. 
2. Essential Question for the day – What is the historical 
significance of the Gettysburg Address? 

 
2. Dissect text of Gettysburg Address 

A. Read through the Address as a class one time. Class Question: 
Anything stick out to you? 
 
B. Class discussion of historical context and background information. See 
Lesson Background and Context above for possible information to cover. 
Also refer to what the students already knew about the Address. 
 
 
C. Dissection of text using highlighters 
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1. With students in partners, have them use a different colored 
highlighter for each of the following categories, stopping to discuss as 
a class after each category. 

a) Highlight words repeated more than twice – Nation, 
Dedicate(d), We (used 10 times), Here, etc 
b) Highlight words associated with time – past, present, and 
future. Then, look at the text as a timeline, discussing the terms 
in order of the past, recent past, present, near future, and long 
term future. 
c) Highlight words associated with life and with death – New, 
Conceived, Perish, Final Resting Place, etc. 

2. Compare/Contrast highlighted words.  
3. Listen/Watch youtube clip of Gettysburg Address performed by 
Jeff Daniels.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4bM9geY0do 
The text really is fairly simple and straightforward, and roughly 272 
words in length. Class Question – Why do you think that is? 
 

 D. Compare/Contrast reactions to the Address the day after  
  1. View newspaper from Baltimore, The Sun 

  http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/lprbscsm/scsm1130/001r.jpg 
  2. View reaction quotes using the links for newspapers from this site: 
  http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/gettysburg/ideas_more.htm 

 
 E. Historical Significance?  

Refer once again to the Essential Question – What is the historical 
significance of the Gettysburg Address?  
 
Assignment: In partners, create an audio/visual presentation using 
iMovie explaining your answer to the Essential Question. 

  Requirements: 
• Demonstrate knowledge of the historical significance of the 

Gettysburg Address 
• Both students must be in the presentation 
• The entire presentation must be 272 words or less 

 
 F. Share iMovies with class 
 
 G. Conclusion – Class notebook entry 

Individually, answer the Essential Question in your notebook. Your 
answer must be at least one paragraph in length.  

 
 
 
 
Technology Integration: 



A Century of Progress Lesson Plan Template  Page  5 

 
• iMovie Presentation 
• JPEG image of newspaper from November 20, 1863 
• Internet use 

 
Evaluation and Assessment (what evidence will students provide to prove they 
have learned what you want them to learn?): 
 

• Class discussions – informal observations by teacher 
• Successfully answered the Essential Question through the iMovie 

presentation 
• Conclusion notebook entry 

 
Extension and Enrichment: 
 
Options: 

• Research more newspaper articles from around the country the day 
after the Gettysburg Address 

• Create your own newspaper article for the day after the Gettysburg 
Address 

• Compare/Contrast the possible Union and Confederate soldiers 
viewpoints of the speech/ceremony 

 
Resources: 
 
Internet websites: 
 -Youtube clip of Gettysburg Address performed by Jeff Daniels- 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4bM9geY0do 

 
 -Copy of Baltimore newspaper, The Sun, the day after the Gettysburg 
Address was given - 
http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/lprbscsm/scsm1130/001r.jpg 
 
-Links provided to other newspaper quotes the day after the Gettysburg 
Address - http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/gettysburg/ideas_more.htm 

-Copy of text of Gettysburg Address -  
http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.htm 

 

 

The Gettysburg Address 
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Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
November 19, 1863 

 

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new 
nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal.  

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so 
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that 
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those 
who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper 
that we should do this.  

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not 
hallow -- this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have 
consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor 
long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us 
the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought 
here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the 
great task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased 
devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we 
here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the 
people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.  

 
 
 -http://www.wordle.net – To create a wordle, select the Create tab, copy 
and paste text of Gettysburg Address into box, then select Go  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
KWL 
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What do you already know 
about the topic? 

What do you want to know 
about the topic? 

What have you learned 
about the topic? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


