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Indian Removal Debate 
 
Teacher: Tyson Bauerle 
 
Lesson Title: Indian Removal Debate  
 
Grade Level: 8th Grade 
 
Lesson Time Length: 2+ block schedule days or 3+ traditional days 
 
Big Idea: 
 
Students understand that there are at least two sides to every story, and 
understand how that idea applies to the Indian Removal Act.  
 
Lesson Abstract:  
 
This lesson hits upon three skills valued in my history class: 1) reading and 
comprehending primary source materials, 2) understanding various points of 
view on the same topic, and 3) discussing their viewpoints in a debate format. 
Students will be studying the Indian Removal Act from four different 
perspectives: Andrew Jackson’s opinions on the Indian Removal Act, members 
of Congress for the Indian Removal Act, members of Congress opposed to the 
Indian Removal Act, and members of the Cherokee Nation. Students will then 
debate the act based on their assigned role.  
 
Lesson Background and Context: 
 
The population of the United States has been increasing at an extraordinary 
rate since the nation began more than 50 years prior to 1830. The same is true 
for the state of Georgia. During this time, members of the Cherokee Nation 
began to find themselves in frequent conflict with settlers over land. The 
Cherokee Nation was considered a sovereign nation, not a part of the United 
States of America. They also believed in communal land holdings rather than 
individual ownership of land. As the tension increased between settlers and the 
Cherokee Nation, the United States Government, led by President Andrew 
Jackson, got involved. Eventually, through various acts of Congress, many 
Native Americans – not just the Cherokee Nation – were forced off of their land 
and relocated to different parts of the United States.  
 
Standards Alignment: 

• defines and gives examples of issues during Andrew Jackson’s 
presidency (e.g., expansion of suffrage, appeal to the common 
man, justification of spoils system, opposition to elitism, opposition 
to Bank of the U.S., Indian Removal of 1830). 
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• examines a variety of different types of primary sources in 

United States history and analyzes them in terms of credibility, 
purpose, and point of view (e.g., census records, diaries, 
photographs, letters, government documents). 
 

• compares contrasting descriptions of the same event in United 
States history to understand how people differ in their 
interpretations of historical events. 
 
Objectives (what students will know and be able to do): 
 
KNOW: 

• how the Indian Removal Act affected both Native Americans and settlers 
• and understand events in the United States leading up to the Indian 

Removal Act 
• how the Indian Removal Act affected the history of the United States 

 
DO: 

• analyze primary source documents 
• successfully work in teams on a given task 
• debate differing opinions/sides of the Indian Removal Act 

 
Teaching Materials: 
 
Internet: 

• http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h3437t.html 
• http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/teachers/lesson5-cherokee.html 

 
Handouts: 

• KWL Chart 
• History Debates pre-writing 

 
Vocabulary (terms and concepts will students learn): 
 
Indian Removal Act 
Andrew Jackson 
Relocate 
Debate 
Rebuttal 
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
 
1. Teacher opens lesson with a modern day scenario (that is made up) 
similar to the Indian Removal Act. Details may include: 
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• Gov’t officials stopped by my house last night, showed paperwork that 
they purchased the block my house is on. I have 30 days to move, and I 
have no choice. The reason they said they bought the land was, “Well, we 
wanted it.” I kicked them off property. 

• Two phone calls received over purchase of my block; wife getting 
concerned. 

• I checked with local attorney, and he claimed it is legit. Loop hole found in 
the incorporation of our home town, and the land is legally theirs now. 

• Freaking out at home 
• Ask class what I am supposed to do 

 
Tell the story in as serious a tone as possible, without leading on to where the 
story is headed. Drag story on as much as possible to get students emotionally 
involved.  
 
Finally tell the class the story is made up. Ask: “How is this situation similar to 
an event in US history?” 
 
2. KWL over Indian Removal Act (only cover K and W) 
3. Students go to http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h3437t.html to learn 
more about events around Removal Act. Class discussion follows.  
 
Question: “How would you feel if you were one of the Cherokee Nation members 
and had to move?” 
 
4. Divide class into 4 large groups. Hand out primary source information on 
four points of view from http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/teachers/lesson5-
cherokee.html. Each of these points of view are links on the website.  
• Andrew Jackson’s point of view 
• Members of Congress opposed to the Indian Removal Act 
• Members of Congress in favor of the Indian Removal Act 
• Members of the Cherokee Nation 
 
Four large groups are divided into subgroups (depending on class size) and 
students are to read through the primary source documents paragraph by 
paragraph, writing their own interpretations in the margins, as well as any 
questions or other comments (a practice the language arts teacher and I have 
covered earlier in the school year). 
 
Once finished reading and discussing documents, students are to create 
posters over their side as a subgroup.  
 
5. Introduce Debate. Hand out History Debate Pre-Writing Form. Students fill 
out form individually. 
 
Since this debate has four teams/sides, a modified sequence is presented: 
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• Each team presents opening statement  
• Each team presents full side  
• Rebuttals 
• Questions 
• Closing statements 
 
Time limits will be enforced for each round (Limits depend on class time and 
level of students). 
 
6. Each point of view will assign roles for speakers, researchers, and visual 
support. All three groups will work together to create their arguments. Their 
arguments in the debate need to be backed up by evidence in the primary 
sources. Speakers will do the talking, researchers will do most of the behind 
the scenes work, and visual support will create yet smaller 
posters/advertisements arguing their side, which will be posted around the 
room during the debate.  
 
Groups work together to complete process. This part will take at least one+ 
class period(s). 
 
7. Debate 
 
8. Conclusion/Wrap Up 

• Wrap Up Questions in individual student journal 
o “L” in KWL from beginning of lesson 
o Discuss which side you agreed with the most in one paragraph 
o Discuss which side you disagreed with the most in one paragraph 
o Predict what happened in the United States immediately following 

successful passing of the Indian Removal Act  
 
Class discussion after journal entries are finished.  
 
 
Technology Integration: 
 
Internet use 
 
Evaluation and Assessment (what evidence will students provide to prove they 
have learned what you want them to learn?): 
 

• Students will be able to intellectually debate four sides of the Indian 
Removal Act 

• Students will successfully work in teams to prepare for debate 
• Students will be able to identify the different sides of the Indian Removal 

Act 
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• Students will be able to reflect in writing 
 
 
q Extension and Enrichment: 
 
Write a historical fiction piece from one of the view points 
Trail of Tears 
Comparing geography of Cherokee’s native land to land forced to move to 
Effect on Cherokee Nation 
Effect of act on settlers 
 
 
q Resources: 
 
Internet: 
 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h3437t.html 
 http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/teachers/lesson5-cherokee.html 
 
Hand outs: 
 -KWL Chart 
 -History Debate Pre-Writing 
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KWL 
 

What do you already know 
about the topic? 

What do you want to know 
about the topic? 

What have you learned about 
the topic? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



A Century of Progress Lesson Plan Template 2011 Page  7 

 
 
 
 


