
Lesson Plan

Teacher:  Leslie Klug

Lesson Title:  Whose Responsibility is it?  What can we do today to avoid 
another Holocaust?

Grade Level:  6

Lesson Time Length: One 60 minute class period

Big Idea: 
Students will understand how prejudice, stereotypes, and hate can escalate into 
violence of extreme proportions, even genocide.  Students will recognize the rights and 
responsibilities of people living in societies.

Lesson Abstract: 
Students will evaluate a primary source document.  Students will have the opportunity 
to analyze different quotes and relate them to a picture.  They will then be asked to 
give explanation for the connection they made between the primary source picture and 
the quote.  

Lesson Background and Context: 
Our country has a history of resorting to violence against many religious and ethnic 
groups such as the Quakers, Irish Catholic immigrants, African Americans, , American 
Indians, Puritans, Chinese, Japanese, Jews and those of Mexican descent.  These 
groups have experienced hostility and discrimination throughout our history.  Students 
must develop the skills to promote nonviolent resolution of disagreements and to have 
an understanding of one's role as a human being living in a country that tries to protect 
the rights of other human beings.  

*This lesson would follow several lessons about Judaism, the Holocaust, and human 
rights laws.  

Standards Alignment:
Standard #2  Individuals have rights and responsibilities.

Objectives:

1. Students should become aware of the deep emotions that individuals 
experiencing prejudice feel.

2. Students should understand the value of talking to each other and developing 
relationships with those who have perspectives or experiences different from 
their own.

3. Students should begin to recognize and confront prejudice and stereotypes in 
themselves and others and realize that we often have differing views on the scale 
and magnitude of such acts of hatred towards other groups of people.  

4. Students will analyze a primary source document (photograph).
5. Students will interpret quotes relating to the primary source document.
6. Students should understand the value of diversity and seek to understand  those 



who have  different views/beliefs than themselves.

Teaching Materials:
http://docsteach.org/activities/1506/print  
WWII Germany:  Concentration Camps: “Two men sitting after liberation from Lager-
Norhausen Death Camp”  
13 quotes taken from video supplemental materials:  Auschwitz:  If you cried, you died.

Vocabulary: 
racism                                                  civil rights
prejudice racial inferiority/superiority
bystanders tolerance
indifference

Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
1. Use Keynote or Powerpoint to block / hide the photograph of “ Two men sitting 

after liberation from Lager-Norhausen Death Camp” into 9 sections by inserting 
white shapes on top of the photo.  Show 1/9 of photo at a time and ask students 
to try to analyze what the picture is showing, including time period, etc.

2. After showing photograph in its entirety, discuss the details and ask for student 
background knowledge on the holocaust.  Ask students what they feel the two 
men might be thinking.

1. Offer 13 quotes that pertain to the holocaust and human rights, and ask students 
to each pick one that they think most accurately reflects what the picture 
represents.

2. In groups of four or five, have students share their connections between the 
photograph and the quote they chose.  

3. Using the given vocabulary, ask students to put themselves in place of one of the 
two men in the photo and write a letter to middle school students, asking for help 
in keeping something like this from happening again.  

Technology Integration: 
Students will view a primary source document taken from docsteach.org.

Evaluation and Assessment:
The discussion and letters should show evidence of student understanding of prejudice 
and stereotype.  Students should also have given evidence of an understanding and 
empathy for those placed in situations where human rights are violated.  Evaluation of 
this lesson will be subjective.

Extension and Enrichment: 
ART:  Have students create posters or collages that describe themselves and their 
culture.
WRITING:  Have students keep a journal, noting all prejudices that they observe in a 
week's time.
GEOGRAPHY:  Have students locate sites of other genocides and ethnic conflicts.

Resources: 
http://docsteach.org/activities/1506/print

http://docsteach.org/activities/1506/print
http://docsteach.org/activities/1506/print


 Video and video supplemlents:  Auschwitz:  If You Cried, You Died, from Impact 
America Foundation, Inc.,  2001.


