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Lesson Plan Template 
 
Teacher:  
  Mark Schmidt 
 
Lesson Title: 
  A House Divided 
 
Grade Level: 
  8th Grade U.S. History 
 
Lesson Time Length: 
  2 Days 
 
Big Idea: 
   
 Understand Lincoln’s proverbially “drawing a line in the sand” for our 
country and what that would mean for our country as we move forward. 
 
Lesson Abstract:  
 
 This lesson is designed first to review the Kansas-Nebraska Act and the 
Dred Scott decision to provide a background for Lincoln’s “House Divided” 
speech at the Illinois Republican Convention in 1858 using primary source 
documents.   
 
Lesson Background and Context: 
 
 Abraham Lincoln began his run for the U.S. Senate seat of Illinois with a 
speech before the Republican Convention which would later became known as 
his “House Divided” speech.  In it, Lincoln makes a bold statement in which 
our country needs to finally resolve the issue of slavery, all states adopt slavery 
or all repeal it, our current situation will not work.  All previous attempts at 
compromise have failed and Dred Scott’s decision points towards slavery in all 
areas. While he loses the race for the Senate to Stephan A. Douglas, Lincoln 
lays the groundwork for his run for the presidency in 1860 and eventually 
leading to his views of slavery and emancipation during the Civil War. 
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Standards Alignment: 
 
Retraces events that led to sectionalism and secession prior to the Civil War 
(e.g., Missouri Compromise, Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska Act, 
Popular Sovereignty, and Uncle Tom’s Cabin). 
 

• Compares and contrasts various points of views during the Civil War era 
(e.g., abolitionists vs. slaveholders, Robert E. Lee vs. Ulysses S. Grant, 
Abraham Lincoln vs. Jefferson Davis, and Harriett Beecher Stowe vs. 
Mary Chestnut). 

 
•   Examines different types of primary sources in Kansas history and 

analyzes them in terms of credibility, purpose, and point of view (e.g., 
census records, diaries, photographs, letters, and government 
documents). 

 
•   Uses at least three primary sources to interpret the impact of a person or 

event from Kansas history to develop an historical narrative. 
 
Objectives (what students will know and be able to do): 
 
 Know: 

o Background of Lincoln’s “House Divided” Speech 
o A Key difference between Lincoln and Douglas 

 
 Do: 

o Analyze primary source documents 
o List a key difference between Lincoln and Douglas 

 
 
Teaching Materials: 
 
 Documents: 

o Abraham Lincoln’s “House Divided” speech 
o Excerpts from the Kansas-Nebraska Act 

o Section1 and 19 
o Excerpt from the Dred Scott Decision 

o Article 1 Section 4-11 
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
 

1. Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4.  Hand out the copies of the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act.  Have each group do the key word analysis and 
summary worksheet. 
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 Go through the word list as a class to create a universal word list and 
then have each group write a summary of the document. 

 
2. Repeat the above process with the Dred Scott decision only without 

creating the class list of words. 
 

3. After analyzing the Kansas-Nebraska Act and Dred Scott decision, 
read Lincoln’s “House Divided” speech as a class. 
 

4. Individually, have each student write down one difference between 
Abraham Lincoln and Stephan Douglas.  Also, have them summarize 
Lincoln’s speech. 

 
Technology Integration: 
 

o MS Word 
 
Evaluation and Assessment (what evidence will students provide to prove they 
have learned what you want them to learn?): 
  

o Students will have written summaries of three primary source documents 
that can help them understand what was being debated. 

o Students will have identified a key difference between Lincoln and Douglas 
 
Extension and Enrichment: 
 

o List more differences between Lincoln and Douglas 
 
Resources: 
 

o Kansas-Nebraska Act- http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/kanneb.asp	  
o Dred Scott Decision- 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0060_0393_ZS.html  
o Abraham Lincoln’s “House Divided” speech handout 

	  
Student handouts, lecture notes, presentations and other documents 
associated with the lesson: 
 
Kansas-Nebraska Act Excerpt:  
 
Section 1: Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That all that part of the territory of the United 
States included within the following limits, except such portions thereof as are 
hereinafter expressly exempted from the operations of this act, to wit: beginning at a 
point in the Missouri River where the fortieth parallel of north latitude crosses the 
same; then west on said parallel to the east boundary of the Territory of Utah, the 
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summit of the Rocky Mountains; thence on said summit northwest to the forty-ninth 
parallel of north latitude; thence east on said parallel to the western boundary of the 
territory of Minnesota; thence southward on said boundary to the Missouri River; 
thence down the main channel of said river to the place of beginning, be, and the same 
is hereby, created into a temporary government by the name of the Territory Nebraska; 
and when admitted as a State or States, the said Territory or any portion of the same, 
shall be received into the Union with without slavery, as their constitution may 
prescribe at the time of the admission: Provided, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be construed to inhibit the government of the United States from dividing said 
Territory into two or more Territories, in such manner and at such time as Congress 
shall deem convenient and proper, or from attaching a portion of said Territory to any 
other State or Territory of the United States: Provided further, That nothing in this act 
contained shall be construed to impair the rights of person or property now pertaining 
the Indians in said Territory' so long as such rights shall remain unextinguished by 
treaty between the United States and such Indians, or include any territory which, by 
treaty with any Indian tribe, is not, without the consent of said tribe, to be included 
within the territorial line or jurisdiction of any State or Territory; but all such territory 
shall excepted out of the boundaries, and constitute no part of the Territory of 
Nebraska, until said tribe shall signify their assent to the President of the United 
States to be included within the said Territory of Nebraska or to affect the authority of 
the government of the United States make any regulations respecting such Indians, 
their lands, property, or other rights, by treaty, law, or otherwise, which it would have 
been competent to the government to make if this act had never passed.  
Section 19: And be it further enacted, That al1 that part of the Territory of the United 
States included within the following limits, except such portions thereof as are 
hereinafter expressly exempted from the operations of this act, to wit, beginning at a 
point on the western boundary of the State of Missouri, where the thirty-seventh 
parallel of north latitude crosses the same; thence west on said parallel to the eastern 
boundary of New Mexico; thence north on said boundary to latitude thirty-eight; 
thence following said boundary westward to the east boundary of the Territory of 
Utah, on the summit of the Rocky Mountains; thence northward on said summit to 
the fortieth parallel of latitude, thence east on said parallel to the western boundary of 
the State of Missouri; thence south with the western boundary of said State to the 
place of beginning, be, and the same is hereby, created into a temporary government 
by the name of the Territory of Kansas; and when admitted as a State or States, the 
said Territory, or any portion of the same, shall be received into the Union with or 
without slavery, as their Constitution may prescribe at the time of their admission: 
Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to inhibit the 
government of the United States from dividing said Territory into two or more 
Territories, in such manner and at such times as Congress shall deem convenient and 
proper, or from attaching any portion of said Territory to any other State or Territory of 
the United States: Provided further, That nothing in this act contained shall be 
construed to impair the rights of person or property now pertaining to the Indians in 
said Territory, so long as such rights shall remain unextinguished by treaty between 
the United States and such Indians, or to include any territory which, by treaty with 
any Indian tribe, is not, without the consent of said tribe, to be included within the 
territorial limits or jurisdiction of any State or Territory; but all such territory shall be 
excepted out of the boundaries, and constitute no part of the Territory of Kansas, until 
said tribe shall signify their assent to the President of the United States to be included 
within the said Territory of Kansas, or to affect the authority of the government of the 



 

A Century of Progress Lesson Plan Template 2011 Page  5 

United States to make any regulation respecting such Indians, their lands, property, 
or other rights, by treaty, law, or otherwise, which it would have been competent to 
the government to make if this act had never passed.  
 
Dred Scott Decision Excerpt:  
 
4. A free negro of the African race, whose ancestors were brought to this 
country and sold as slaves, is not a "citizen" within the meaning of the 
Constitution of the United States.  
5. When the Constitution was adopted, they were not regarded in any of the 
States as members of the community which constituted the State, and were not 
numbered among its "people or citizens." Consequently, the special rights and 
immunities guarantied to citizens do not apply to them. And not being 
"citizens" within the meaning of the Constitution, they are not entitled to  
sue in that character in a court of the United States, and the Circuit Court has 
not jurisdiction in such a suit.  
6. The only two clauses in the Constitution which point to this race treat them 
as persons whom it was morally lawfully to deal in as articles of property and 
to hold as slaves.  
7. Since the adoption of the Constitution of the United States, no State can by 
any subsequent law make a foreigner or any other description of persons 
citizens of the United States, nor entitle them to the rights and privileges 
secured to citizens by that instrument.  
8. A State, by its laws passed since the adoption of the Constitution, may put a 
foreigner or any other description of persons upon a footing with its own 
citizens as to all the rights and privileges enjoyed by them within its dominion 
and by its laws. But that will not make him a citizen of the United States, nor 
entitle him to sue in its courts, nor to any of the privileges and immunities of a 
citizen in another State.  
9. The change in public opinion and feeling in relation to the African race 
which has taken place since the adoption of the Constitution cannot change its 
construction and meaning, and it must be construed and administered now 
according to its true meaning and intention when it was formed and adopted.  
10. The plaintiff having admitted, by his demurrer to the plea in abatement, 
that his ancestors were imported from Africa and sold as slaves, he is not a 
citizen of the State of Missouri according to the Constitution of the United 
States, and was not entitled to sue in that character in the Circuit Court.  
11. This being the case, the judgment of the court below in favor of the plaintiff 
on the plea in abatement was erroneous.  
 


