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African-American Treatment During Reconstruction: Political Cartoons  
 
Teacher:  
 Max Heinlein 
 
Lesson Title:  
 African-American treatment through political cartoons  during Reconstruction 
 
Grade Level: 
 8th Grade US History 
 
Lesson Time Length: 
 2 days 
 
Big Idea: 
 
 Students will identify how African-Americans were thought of during 
reconstruction. 
 
Lesson Abstract: 
  
 This lesson is designed to give students an opportunity to form an opinion on how 
African-Americans were treated during Reconstruction.  Students will look at political 
cartoons from the time period and analyze what those cartoons mean to them.  Taking 
that information the students will create a political cartoon on how they felt African-
Americans were thought of during the reconstruction period.   
 
 
Lesson Background and Context: 
  
 This lesson will be at the end of the unit.  This way, the students will have 
background knowledge on the Reconstruction Plans, Freedmen's Bureau, the KKK, 
Carpetbaggers, Scalawags, and other important events of the Reconstruction Era.    
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Standards Alignment: 
  

− Analyzes the impact of the end of slavery on African Americans 
− Examines a variety of different types of primary sources in United States 

history and analyzes them in terms of credibility, purpose, and point of view. 
− Uses at least three primary sources to interpret a person or event from United 

States history to develop a historical narrative. 
− Compares contrasting descriptions of the same event in United States history 

to understand how people differ in their interpretations of historical events. 
 
 
Objectives (what students will know and be able to do): 
 
Know: 
-  Students will know what reconstruction plan was used during this time period. 
-  Students will know how the South works to disenfranchise African-Americans after 
they win their freedom. 
-  Students will know what the Freedmen's Bureau was.  
 
Do: 
-  Analyze primary source documents 
-  Form an opinion on how they felt African-Americans were treated during 
reconstruction 
-  Create their own political cartoon 
 
 
Teaching Materials: 
 
- Political Cartoons 
- Photo Analysis worksheet (Students can fill this out on the internet and print off  when 
they have completed it) 
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf 
 
- Construction Paper (White) 
- Crayons, Markers, Pencils 
- Opinion Political Cartoon Rubric 
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Vocabulary (terms and concepts will students learn): 
 
Radical Reconstruction 
Freedmen 
Black Codes 
Sharecropping 
Poll Tax 
Literacy Test 
Grandfather Clause 
Segregation  
Lynching 
Freedmen's Bureau 
13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments 
 
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
 
1. Teacher will guide the students on a short review of Reconstruction.  Have the 
students think about African-Americans during this time period and what life would have 
looked like for them. 
 
2. Put students with a partner or have them work individually. 
 
 After the students are assigned partners, the teacher will hand out four political 
cartoons depicting African-American life during reconstruction.  Also, a photo analysis 
sheet needs to accompanying each picture.  Have the partners look at the pictures and 
analyze and answer the questions on the photo analysis sheet.  They should fill out a 
photo analysis sheet for each political cartoon.  They can fill these out online at the 
website. 
(http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf) 
 

    3.   After the students are done analyzing the political cartoons, we will have a class 
discussion on items that they found on the political cartoons and what they felt the 
cartoons were saying about African-Americans during this time. 
 
4.  Have students create their own political cartoon from the time period depicting how 
they felt African-Americans were treated during the time of Reconstruction.  Students 
will follow the rubric that is provided for them to create their political cartoon. 

 
Closing:  Students will turn in the 4 analysis sheets and their political cartoon that they 
created. 
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Evaluation and Assessment (what evidence will students provide to prove they have 
learned what you want them to learn?): 
 

− Students will show they can analyze primary sources through the analysis sheets. 
− Students will show they understand the impact of the end of slavery for African-

Americans through the political cartoon that they created.  
 
Technology incorporation 
 
 Students will fill out analysis sheets on the internet. 
 
Extension and Enrichment: 
 
-Have one group analyze another groups political cartoon and fill out a photo analysis 
sheet on it. 
-Have a debate on opposing view points of African-American treatment during 
reconstruction 
 
 
Resources: 
 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/reconstruction/nast/sf_nast_09.html 
 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/reconstruction/nast/sf_nast_07.html 
 
http://mshistorynow.mdah.state.ms.us/articles/102/the-constitution-of-1868 
 
http://americanwiki.pbworks.com/w/page/12595194/Black%20Suffrage 
 
(http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf) 
 
 
 
 
 
Be sure to attach student handouts, lecture notes, presentations and other 
documents associated with the lesson. 
 
I have attached the four political cartoons that I use with this assignment.  Feel free to 
find one's that best fit what you are teaching about.  I have also attached the rubric I use 
to grade their personal political cartoon. 


