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Pick Your Battle 
 
Teacher: Lori Drouhard  
 
Lesson Title: Pick Your Battle 
 
Grade Level: Eighth Grade 
 
Lesson Time Length: One Week 
 
Big Idea: I want the students to understand that there were many battles 
during the Civil War.  More times that not the students have heard of The 
Battle of Gettysburg or The Battle at Antietam, but they don’t understand why 
and where the other battles were fought.   
 
 
Lesson Abstract: The students will utilize the Internet for images, information 
and music for their projects.  I have several civil war music cds for the students 
to pick from, but they can get from the web as well.  I had the students work in 
pairs and present to the class, this way they could tag team their presentation 
to the class.  This was an oral presentation with few notes too. 
 
 
Lesson Background and Context: The students need to have basic knowledge 
of the Civil War, the years it took place, the states involved, etc.  We went 
through several presentations on Daily Life in a Civil War Camp before 
expanding with this project.  No two groups will have the same battle and they 
are not allowed to pick The Gettysburg Battle. 
 
 
Standards Alignment: 
Benchmark 2: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of 
individuals, groups, ideas, developments, and the causes and effects of the 
Civil War. 
 5.▲(K) describes the turning points of the Civil War (e.g., Antietam, 
Gettysburg, Emancipation Proclamation, and Sherman’s March to 
the Sea). 
Benchmark 4: The student engages in historical thinking skills. 
 1. (A) examines a topic in United States history to analyze changes over 
time and makes logical inferences concerning cause and effect. 

2. (A) examines a variety of different types of primary sources in United 
States history and analyzes them in terms of credibility, purpose, and point of 
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view (e.g., census records, diaries, photographs, letters, government 
documents). 

3. (A) uses at least three primary sources to interpret a person or event 
from United States history to develop a historical narrative. 

4.▲(A) compares contrasting descriptions of the same event in United 
States history to understand how people differ in their interpretations of 
historical events. 
 
 
Objectives (what students will know and be able to do): 
 
About their battle of choice and the facts surrounding it, but they will also hear 
about many other battles and gain knowledge to deepen their insights of the 
Civil War. 
 
Teaching Materials: 
 
A computer with Internet access for each pair of students 
A shared drive so that the students can collaborate on the project 
A projection screen with speakers, so that they can hear the music from this 
time period. 
A portable microphone in order to hear the students speak 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
I believe that the students will gain their vocabulary while researching and 
develop their own point of view for each battle. 
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
See handout 
Also the students can not type any words on the slides, they were allowed to 
put numbers in if needed.  They keep their notes in the notes section of the 
slide and it must be in their words, not the historian or website where they got 
the information.  They must have a Title slide and a Bibliography of where they 
got their information.  They were also graded on their cooperation everyday in 
class as well as their final project.  This was on a 10 point scale; points were 
reduced for a variety of reasons at the teacher’s discretion.  
 
 
Technology Integration: 
 
The students are using the Internet for their research and in planning how 
their presentation to the class will look.  They will design the backgrounds, find 
appropriate music, and add commentary to the presentation. 
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Evaluation and Assessment: 
 
I use the handout and check off the material as presented to the class.  I also 
check for collaboration throughout the project.  They are also graded on their 
oral presentation to the class.  Are they able to present without using their 
notes or without little reading from notes, enthusiasm, and work ethic. 
 
Extension and Enrichment: 
In the end, the students will watch most of the video of “Gettysburg”, to give 
them a more realistic presentation of what a war is like. 
 
 
Resources: 
 
Atomic Learning-To learn how to get the most out of MicroSoft PowerPoint 
Many Civil War books for references, if needed. 
 
 


