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Mr. Speaker, The great question before the House now is, whether the President acted wisely, or 
whether he has the right, under the Constitution of the United States, to issue his second 
proclamation of emancipation. This is the great question about which very many honest men 
differ. As I said before, there is no power given in the Constitution for the President or Congress 
to abolish a state institution, for they are sovereign states, and have a right to regulate their own 
internal affairs. But, Sir, there is a war power given to the commander-in-chief of the army and 
navy in extreme cases which would justify him in resorting to every means in his power for the 
salvation of our country. That power is vested in the President of the United States. The 
President has thought best, for the safety of our country and the only means left him, of restoring 
our nation, as commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United States, as a fit and 
necessary war measure for suppressing rebellion, to declare that persons held as slaves, in certain 
states and parts of states which are in open rebellion against the government, are forever free. 
The President has no desire to interfere with the constitutional rights of any loyal persons in their 
slaves at the South. Mr. Speaker, while I have had many doubts about the propriety or 
expediency of the emancipation proclamation, fearing its effect upon that portion of the southern 
people who are loyal, and who would show themselves to be so, was it not that by so doing their 
property and lives would be endangered. But, Sir, I consider that the southern people have 
forfeited all rights and protection under the constitution. They are endeavoring to establish a 
government whose chief corner-stone "is the extension and propagation of human slavery." 
When, Sir, I consider that those rebellious states, without good cause or provocation, have 
ruthlessly and wickedly undertaken to overthrow the best government that God ever gave to 
man, for no better reason than that they may have a strong central government, which is in direct 
opposition to the best interests of the great mass of the people; and, Sir, when I consider that 
there has never been any disposition on the part of the President of the United States to interfere 
in the least with any of their constitutional rights, had they remained in the Union; when I take 
into consideration all these things, and many more which I might mention, I am free to say that 
in my opinion the emancipation measure should have a fair trial. 

Mr. Speaker, In conclusion, I would say, that I believe that the President of the United States, is 
bound by his oath of office, to make use of every means within his control, to restore 
constitutional law all over the rebellious states. Those states must be brought back in submission 
to the constitutional rights of the government.    March 4th, 1863 

If (as I have said before) this government can be restored in no other way except by the liberation 
of the slaves, by the commander-in-chief of our army and navy, then in God's name I say let this 
be done, let us restore it as it was, if possible, but if it cannot be done except by destroying a state 
institution like slavery, then I say let let slavery perish, and all good men will say amen. 
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Knowing your great anxiety that the emancipation proclamation shall now be applied to those 
certain parts of Virginia and Louisiana which were exempted from it last January, I state briefly 
what appear to me to be difficulties in the way of such a step. The original proclamation has no 
Constitutional or legal justification, except as a military measure. The exemptions were made 
because the military necessity did not apply to the exempted localities. Nor does that necessity 
apply to them now any more than it did then-- If I take the step must I not do so, without the 
argument of military necessity, and so, without any argument, except the one that I think the 
measure politically expedient, and morally right? Would I not thus give up all footing upon 
Constitution or law? Would I not thus be in the boundless field of absolutism? Could this pass 
unnoticed, or unresisted? Could it fail to be perceived that without any further stretch, I might do 
the same in Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri; and even change any law 
in any state? 

Would not many of our own friends shrink away appalled? Would it not lose us the elections, 
and with them, the very cause we seek to advance? 

Washington, September 2. 1863. 
Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Library of Congress. Transcribed and Annotated by the Lincoln Studies 
Center, Knox College. Galesburg, Illinois. 
Abraham Lincoln to Salmon P. Chase, Wednesday, September 02, 1863 (Emancipation Proclamation in 
Virginia and Louisiana) 
From Abraham Lincoln to Salmon P. Chase [Draft]1, September 2, 1863 
Executive Mansion, 
	  

	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document C: 

Dr Sir If you have not enclosed to me the check & certificates of Indebtedness you had as well 
hold them until you come for there is no telling into whose hands they may fall-- I learned the 
other day from a reliable source that a Ky member of Congress was at Frankfort a few days ago 
urging the members of the legislature not to adjurn until after the 4th of March to oppose bitterly 
the emancipation proclamation and to urge the necessity of a call session of Congress with a 
view of induceing the president to changeing his polacy & Cabinet now if the president is 
Resolved on going to hell and destroying the best government on earth let him place himself 
under the controle of Ky polaticios and he will soon have accomplished his purpose 

I do not think the legaslature of Ky seriously contemplates a disolution of the union I bilieve 
their purpose is to alarm the administration & make the govenment subserve the wishes of Ky 
polaticios the misfortune is that our polatitions have as much interest and as many family 
alliances in the Suthern Confederacy as they have in the union and that these polaticians have 
had the confidence of the Administration and have got their friends & connexions appointed to 
office in the armey and armey contractors who are to a man obstinate opposers of the govenment 
& denounceing every where the administration It is still my opinion that the people are loyal & 
will stand by the govenment but they have to encounter the polaticians & the rebbles and are not 
& never have been protected by the govenment 

It is my opinion that the democrats north the polaticians in the border states and the seseders 
south have combined to elect the next president and it is the parte of wisdome to take the earliest 
means to crush out this unholy combination I am satisfied that we are to be invaded again and 
what we have suffered in Ky is not to be compared to what we are destined to suffer it seames as 
if our congresman and Legislatar are resolved to go to Hell & carry Ky with them if they can I 
have no objection to the polaticians going to the place designed for all such men but the loyal 
men must be preserved and the state freed of Traitors-- You know how I have been from the 
beginning of our troubles Ky could have got on smothely but for her polaticians I am inclined 
now to the belief that slavery must be bloted out There is something about the damed thing that 
deprives men of all reason -- these damed rebbles have invaded our country twice have robed our 
people & deprived them of life & liberty the general govenment has done more for Ky that she 
desearved and now because a mild and just punishment is a bout to be inflicted on our enemies 
because his negro is about to be effected our polaticians becomes rebbles & play the fool-- I 
should like to know how Roussau2 stands will he do for a candidate will he run may god inspire 
our rulers with wisdom and firmness to meet the approaching crices 

your freind 

Samuel Lusk 
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Sir? 

Accompanying this letter you will receive a petition from several residents of Marshall County 
Miss, in reference to your emancipation proclamation of Sept. last.1 I could easily have procured 
a large number of signatures to the petition, but for the short time in which I had to act. Indeed 
there is another petition (a copy of the one enclosed) in the hands of a friend that has not yet been 
returned to me, that will be, I doubt not numerously signed. The petition frankly & freely states 
the facts of the case & assigns truthfully the reasons, why a compliance with the requisitions of 
your proclamation in this potion of the state is impossible by the 1st of January 1863. 

If I understand your position correctly, you claim the power to emancipate the slaves in the rebel 
states, as a military measure & as a means of promptly crushing the rebellion & not as a power 
vested in you, ex officio, as the Chief executive of the U. States government, by the fed 
Constitution. It is doubless known to you, that the Fed. Army now holds entire military 
occupation of the northern potion of this State & of course extends over it the laws & authority 
of the U. State's government & here of course the rebellion has ceased & as a consequence, 
emancipation is unnecessary as a military measure to quell the rebellion. And furthermore to 
execute on the people of this County the penality of emancipation & that too after the object 
sought to be attained by it, has been already effected by other means, would involve in 
indiscriminate ruin, those who have rebelled & those who have opposed & deprecated the 
revolution in the Southern States. That a larger majority of the Southern people have participated 
in or sympathized with the rebellion I frankly admit, but there is a large minority here & 
elsewhere, who were opposed to the ordinance of secession & to the whole doctrine of secession 
ab initio & who simply acquiesced under the pressure of uncontroulable circumstances & who 
now that the rebellion had been defeated here, naturally & cheerfully fall back on their original 
position. If you will pardon the presumption, I would suggest, the suspension of the operation of 
your emancipation proclamation so far as the northern portion of this State is concerned until the 
1st of March 1863 & grant to all who by that period, give evidence of loyalty by voluntarily 
takeing the oath of allegiance to U. States goverment, entire exemption from its penalty. I have 
no doubt that this course, that would exert a most tranquilizing & beneficial effect on the 
Country present & prospective. It would, as I beleive conciliate the people & induce them to 
return to their allegiance more speedily & effectually than the execution of the penalty of 
emancipation. I submit however the petition of this letter to you with great deference but with the 
hope & confidence, that you will pursue towards this potion of this State a magnanimous course. 
A large & respectable minority of this Country have fought the doctrine of secession from 1851 
down to 1861, when it culminated in the ordinance of the Convention that declared the State out 
of the Union & they have been involved in all the horrours & calamities of the Civil War, that 
they predicted as the sure result of the measure. They now resume their original position 
politically & claim the protection of all their rights, as citizens under the Federal Constitution as 
due their allegiance. I have moved in this matter at the suggestion of an Officer of high position 
in the Fed. army. As I am a total stranger to you I have requested Genl Grant through him to 
write to you on the subject. I have just heard from a reliable source, that the people are taking the 
oath of allegiance promptly & numerously in this & La Fayette Counties.2 



I have the honor to be very Respectfully 

Your obedient Servant 

Rd H. Parham Sr 

P. S. I enclose on reflection, the letter of Genl Ross to me as a sort of letter of introduction to 
you3 
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