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Teacher:  
Troy Thomas Smith 
 
Lesson Title:   
Analyzing and Discussing the US Constitution through Cooperative Learning 
 
Grade Level:  
8th Grade 
 
Lesson Time Length:  
2-3 Class Periods / 45 minutes each period 
 
 
Big Idea  
 
The students will understand that the Constitution provides the structure for 
an effective democractic form of government. 
 
 
Lesson Abstract:  
This lesson is designed to help students analyze and discuss the U.S. 
Constitution through Jigsaw expert groups and cooperative groups. 
 
Students will learn: 

- That the values of the United States of America are embodied in 
the Constitution 

- The allocation and restriction of power in American government 
- The Constitution provides instruction in creating a republican 

form of government 
 
 
Lesson Background and Context:   
 
Students will understand the separation of power in the federal government 
and how that creates a balanced system of system of republican government 
through representation and the ideal of all ideas and voices being heard. 
 
 
Standards Alignment:   
 
Curricular Standards 

(12) Civics-Government, Benchmark 3:  The student understands how the 
U.S. Constitution allocates and restricts power and responsibility in the 
government. 
Indicator(s) 
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1.  Describes the purposes, organization, and function of the three 
branches of government and independent regulatory agencies in 
relation to the U.S. Constitution. 

 
United States History, Benchmark 2:  The student uses a working 
knowledge and understanding of individuals, groups, ideas, 
developments, and turning points in the American Revolution and the 
United States becoming a nation (1763 to 1850). 
Indicator(s) 
4. Analyses the ideas established by the Constitution, and events that 

led to its adoption including the arguments advanced in the Federalist 
Papers 

 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
Know: 

The students will learn the purpose, organization, and function of the 
three branches of government by completing a graphic organizer on April 
26, 2003 at a 100% accuracy level. 

Do: 
The students will analyze and examine the Federalist Papers, and 
understand the concept of factions through cooperative groups. 

 
 
Teaching Materials: 
 
Text/Materials 
The Americans, pages 148– 151. 
 
The Federalist, Number 10, Boller, Paul F.  A More Perfect Union:  Documents in U.S. 

History.  . Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1996. 
 
Founding Fathers Quote – activity, pre-prepared sheets and pictures 
 
Graphic Organizer ~ 3 Branches of Government Matrix 
 
The Federalist, Number 10 ~ pre-prepared question sheet for students to use in 
cooperative goups 
 
 
Vocabulary: 
 

- Federalist 
- Anti-Federalist 
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- Republic 
- Representative Democracy 
- Checks and Balances 
- Freedom 
- Justice 
- Equality 
-  

 
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
 
Anticipatory Set 
 
Founding Fathers Activity 
[T] To warm up our minds today, we are going to take a look at some quotes 
and match the quote with who said it. (This activity is for visual and auditory 
learners) 
Pass the activity sheets out as ‘take on, pass it down’ format – while this is being 
done turn on the OH. 
[T] Please date and put your name at the top of the sheet.  What we are going to 
do today is I am going to show you a picture and a quote from 10 different 
individuals from the time period we have been discussing.  What you are to do 
is circle the name of the individual on your sheet you just received. 
Go through each one, 1 – 10.  Suggestion:  use random calling and have the 
students read the quotes aloud.  Once complete with the activity, review with the 
students their answers by using random calling.  Use wait time and answer any 
questions the students may have.  
[T] These quotes came from men who were experiencing a time of great 
adversity.  Thus it is logical to believe that people who are faced with extreme 
circumstances seem to find the rights words to say to motivate and give people 
strength.   
 
Activity 1 ~ 3 Branches of Government Graphic Organizer 
[T] Our last class meeting discussed the various compromises the delegates 
agreed upon to form the basis of representation in government.  We also 
discussed briefly the idea of ‘checks and balances.’  Today, we will analyze 
these three branches of government and understand the purpose, function, 
and organization of these three branches. 
Direct students to begin reading silently on page 148 beginning with “Checks and 
Balances Are Provided” to page 150 where the text says “Ratification Squeaks 
Through.” 
Once the students complete the reading, distribute the graphic organizer matrix to 
the students. Facilitate an open discussion by using random calling and 
volunteers to offer their suggestions of purpose, function, and organization of the 
three branches of government. 
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Activity 2 ~ Federalist Papers – Examining Factions (Cooperative Groups) 
[T] When the delegates finished writing the Constitution they submitted it to 
the states for ratification.  Ratification means to approve of, thus the states 
needed to approve the Constitution in order for it to take effect.  Nine out of the 
13 states needed to ratify the Constitution for it to pass.  However, before this 
happened many debates over the constitution came forward.  The most famous 
of the debates appeared in the publication called The Federalist and came to be 
known as the Federalist Papers.  These essays, written by John Jay, Alexander 
Hamilton, and James Madison discussed the weaknesses of the Confederation; 
the powers assigned to the federal government in the new Constitution and the 
organization of these powers into legislative, executive, and judicial branches of 
government, and the safeguards that were built into the Constitution to 
prevent oppression.  The most famous of these essays is Number 10, written by 
James Madison singles out “factions” as the chief problem confronting free 
nations like the United States. 
Hand out a copy of The Federalist, Number Ten (1787) to the students.  Direct 
students to first read the HO silently to themselves. 
[T] Very good.  I know the language might be a little difficult.  So, in order to 
accommodate all of us, please arrange yourselves into your cooperative groups 
and I have a series of questions I would like for you to work on in groups over 
The Federalist, Number 10. 
Distribute to the students the questions.  Allow time for students to work on these 
questions 
 
Closure 
[T] Today we examined the three branches of government and their purpose, 
function, and organization.  Keep your graphic organizer to study to prepare for 
the exam covering that information.  In addition, we analyzed a primary 
document written by James Madison.  Keep in mind; Madison’s essays were 
influential in the ratification of the Constitution.  Hold on to your question 
sheet as another study tool.  For our next class meeting we will spend the 
entire class examining and analyzing the Constitution itself.  If you would like 
to get a head start, the Constitution is in the text from pages 156 – 172.  Thank 
you for your time, and have a good day. You are dismissed. 
 
 
Technology Integration: 
 
Laptop use for:  

- Graphic Organizer 
- Primary Document analysis 
- ELMO for document presentation 
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Evaluation and Assessment: 
  
Review ~ Check for Understanding/Groups 
[T] Excellent work everyone.  Let us now review what Madison had to say in his 
essay. 
Call on each group to answer one of the questions from the question sheet.  Be 
able to adapt if there are more groups or not enough groups.  If the students are 
not clearly articulating an answer, use probing questions to have them expand on 
their answer. 
 
This is an entire class review, but focusing on groups instead of individuals to 
create a warm and inviting classroom environment for discussion and review of 
this concept of factions and republics. 
 
Extension and Enrichment: 

- Research James Madison’s contributions as “Father of the 
Constitution” and his influence in important decisions in the 
creation of the document 

 
Resources: 
 

- The Federalist, Number 10 ~ pre-prepared question sheet for 
students to use in cooperative groups 

- The Federalist, Number 10, Boller, Paul F.  A More Perfect Union:  

Documents in U.S. History.  . Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 
1996. 

 
 


