
A Mill Superintendent Seeks to Hire Farm Women for the Lowell Mills 

Lowell July 27 1847 

Jesse Huse Esq. 

Dr. Sir, 

                                    Understanding that you intend to visit a section of the States 
of Vermont & New-York, I will thank you to engage for the Merrimack company any 
smart, active & healthy girls whom you may happen to meet who would like to 
come to Lowell.  We can give employment to from 50 to 100 girls at the usual 
wages paid in this place.  Our custom is to pay to new hands one dollar per week, 
& board in the Weaving & Dressing Rooms, & one dollar & a half, & board, in the 
Carding & Spinning Rooms, until they can tend the Machines without assistance.  
After that they are paid for all the work they can get off; & of course some earn 
more & some less, according to their industry & skill.  The wages vary from one 
dollar & a half, to 3 dollars a week, averaging perhaps 2 dollars to 2.25 per week. . 
. .  We can employ none under 15 years of age, & those of weakly or sickly 
constitutions should not be encouraged to come. . . .  You will please engage only 
such persons as sustain a good character; and as you may think will prove useful 
hands to the Company . . . 

                                                            Yrs. very truly 

                                                            John Clark 

                                                            Supt. Merk. Mf. Co. 

Notes: • Supt. Merk. Mf. Co. = Superintendent, Merrimack Manufacturing Company 

Words to Know: constitutions: bodies, or sometimes minds 

Think About: 

• Describe the kind of worker the mill superintendent wants to hire. 

• What kind of workers does he NOT want to hire?  Why not? 

• If you were a farmer with lots of bills to pay, and Jesse Huse came to your farm to talk about all 
the jobs available in Lowell (and the money your daughters could make), what would you think?  
What would you think if you were a teenage daughter on this farm and wanted to help Dad pay 
the bills--and you wanted a little freedom of your own? 

 


