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Eighth  grade 
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Big Idea:      
 
Andrew Jackson was a complex and influential key player of the 19th 
century whose two terms as  United States president helped shape policy 
on states rights, labor and industrialization,  Indian removal, economic 
power structures, and slavery.  As time passes, people tend to look at 
Presidents and famous historical figures in a one dimensional way rather 
than to study and evaluate the sum total of that person's actions and to 
form  a personal opinion of that individual .  The aim of this lesson is to 
provide students with a great deal of information about a central political 
figure and require them to use that information to analyze and create a 
project that displays their own personal opinion of that historical figure. 
 
Lesson Abstract:    
 
This lesson takes about a week of 45-50 minute class periods at a 
minimum.  We begin by discussing what the students already know 
about Andrew Jackson and then progress to exposing the students to a 
plethora of   Information about Jackson's life and his actions as 
President. The lesson concludes with student created projects which 
express their  personal opinions of Jackson's actions.   
 
Lesson Background and Context:     
 
Born in poverty, Andrew Jackson (1767-1845) had become a wealthy 
Tennessee lawyer and rising young politician by 1812, when war broke 
out between the United States and Britain. His leadership in that conflict 
earned Jackson national fame as a military hero, and he would become 
America's most influential–and polarizing–political figure during the 
1820s and 1830s. After narrowly losing to John Quincy Adams in the 
contentious 1824 presidential election, Jackson returned four years later 
to win redemption, soundly defeating Adams and becoming the nation's 



seventh president (1829-1837). As America's political party system 
developed, Jackson became the leader of the new Democratic Party. A 
supporter of states' rights and slavery's extension into the new western 
territories, he opposed the Whig Party and Congress on polarizing issues 
such as the Bank of the United States. For some, his legacy is tarnished 
by his role in the forced relocation of Native American tribes living east of 
the Mississippi. 
 
Standards Alignment:   
 
KS.1. Civics-Government: The student uses a working knowledge and 
understanding of governmental systems of Kansas and the United States. 
 
1.3. The student understands how the United States Constitution 
allocates power and responsibility in the government. 
 
1.3.2. (A) The student researches historical examples of how legislative, 
executive, and judicial powers have been challenged at the national level 
(e.g., secession, appointment of officials, Marbury v Madison).  
 
1.4.2. (A) The student researches and analyzes a current issue involving 
rights from an historical perspective (e.g., civil rights, native Americans, 
organized labor).  
 
3.1.2. (A) The student creates maps, graphs, charts, databases and/or 
models to support historical research.  
 
4.1.5. (A) The student analyzes how territorial expansion of the United 
States affected relations with external powers and American Indians . 
 
4.1.7. (K) The student defines and gives examples of issues during 
Andrew Jackson's presidency (e.g., expansion of suffrage, appeal to the 
common man, justification of spoils system, opposition to elitism, 
opposition to Bank of the U.S., Indian Removal of 1830).  
 
4.2.1. (K) The student explains the issues of nationalism and 
sectionalism (e.g., expansion of slavery, tariffs, westward expansion, 
internal improvements, nullification).  
 
4.2.4. (A) The student explains the issues that led to the Civil War (e.g., 
slavery, economics, and state's rights).  
 
4.3.3. (K) The student describes federal American Indian policy. 
 
4.3.4. (K) The student explains American Indians' reactions to 
encroachment on their lands and the governmental response. 



 
4.4.1. (A) The student examines a topic in United States history to 
analyze changes over time and makes logical inferences concerning 
cause and effect.  
 
4.4.2. (A) The student examines a variety of different types of primary 
sources in United States history and analyzes them in terms of 
credibility, purpose, and point of view (e.g., census records, diaries, 
photographs, letters, government documents).  
 
4.4.3. (A) The student uses at least three primary sources to interpret a 
person or event from United States history to develop a historical 
narrative.  
 
4.4.4. (A) The student compares contrasting descriptions of the same 
event in United States history to understand how people differ in their 
interpretations of historical events.  
 
Objectives: 
 
Know: 
 
• Basic facts about the life and presidency of Andrew Jackson  
• Article 2 of the Constitution, powers and duties of the President, 

and method of electing presidents 
• Article 3 of the Constitution, powers and duties of the US Supreme 

Court 
• Basic facts about the Trail of Tears and The Indian Removal Act of 

1830 
 
Do: 
 
• Analyze and evaluate  primary and secondary sources. 
• Analyze and evaluate video and images 
• Create a political cartoon, poem, or first person narrative which 

supports a personal opinion of Andrew Jackson based on facts. 
• Match topics to information. 
• Create graphic organizers of factual information. 
• Identify a historical figure from limited information and clues using 

guided questioning. 
 
Teaching Materials: 
 
• Eighth grade American History Textbooks 
• Teacher created PowerPoint to share information through note 

taking 



• Discovery Education video clips "Old Hickory" and "Native 
Americans, contact and conflict" 

• Google search of Andrew Jackson political cartoons  
• Discrepant Event Inquiry problem statement 
• History Frame, Episodic Summary and Concept Definition Mapping 

graphic organizers 
• Colored chart paper for poem writing 
• Manila drawing paper for political cartoons 
• Topic flashcard sets for student groups 
• Modeling clay and foam mask templates for creating Cherokee 

masks 
• Andrew Jackson and John Calhoun face masks and quote cards 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
• Jeffersonian and Jacksonian democracy 
• Ethnic cleansing 
• States rights 
• Tariffs 
• Nullification 
• Secede 
• Compromise 
• Inflation 
• Depression 
• Political war 
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
Day one: 
 
1.  Have students work in groups to create some sort of KWL activity to 
list and group their prior knowledge of Andrew Jackson. 
 
2.  Explain to students that if they don't have a great deal of knowledge 
of Jackson now, they will be Jackson experts by week's end!  Discuss the 
lesson title query to students of Jackson, hero, monster or somewhere in 
between?  Discuss well known past presidents and the current president 
and how this question might relate to them.  Also discuss stereotypes 
and generalizations.  Tell students that after they have had a chance to 
internalize written, audio and visual information regarding Andrew 
Jackson they will be required to create a project that will reveal their own 
personal evaluation of Jackson.  They themselves will have to come up 
with an answer to the original query and must be able to defend their 
positions with facts. 
 
Day two: 
 



 Begin by presenting info about Jackson's first election and how his 
brand of democracy differed from past presidents.  Students will create 
concept definition maps of Jeffersonian and Jacksonian democracy and 
then debate which type is best in their opinion.  After each mini-Lesson, 
poll students on their current opinion of Jackson.  "Poll Everywhere" is a 
great free website to create polls where students can text their answers 
and then watch responses appear real time! 
 
Day three: 
 
Pass out Discrepant Event info sheet, and play 20 questions as a class to 
identify who "John" is in the narrative.  Watch video and create episodic 
summary using textbook info and primary docs to inform students about 
the Indian Removal Act of 1830.  Finish by discussing the Discrepant 
event problem statement and again poll students about their opinions of 
Jackson after all this info has been presented. 
 
Day four:   
 
Elicit volunteers to take part in a short role play.  Give volunteers face 
size masks ( head only portraits glued to popsicle sticks that students 
hold in front of their faces).  First, the class must use their texts or prior 
knowledge to determine who the characters are.  Next, have the role 
players read their quote cards.  Discuss the opinions and attitudes and 
values of the characters based on the reading of the quotes.  Use text info 
to fill in history frame graphic organizer regarding the conflict over states 
rights, tariffs and the doctrine of nullification .  Take another poll on 
their feelings towards Jackson and also ask them to choose whether they 
identify more with Jackson or Calhoun by using an applause meter with 
the original  role-playing actors holding the masks in front of their faces. 
 Students must write a short paragraph explaining their choice in their 
daily journals. 
 
Day five: 
 
Use play money to introduce the concepts of inflation and depression. 
 Next, read a narrative about Nicholas Biddle to the class and discuss 
whether they think Jackson would like/agree with Mr. Biddle .  Have 
students read info about Jackson and the Second Bank and fill in 
History Frame note page.  Use topic cards and vocabulary words for a 
group matching activity that covers all material presented during the 
week. 
 
Day six: 
 
Revisit the opening question of Andrew Jackson....Hero, Monster, Or 



Somewhere in Between ?  Assign final project.  Students must create 
both a political cartoon and an acrostics or other type of poem ( student 
choice, see website below) or letter from the past that expresses their 
own answer to that question.  This project also must contain some 
factual information which is the basis for that opinion.   
 
Day seven: 
 
Students share projects and opinions and are encouraged to discuss and 
debate with classmates to try to encourage others to share their 
opinions.  Take final class poll. 
 
Technology Integration: 
 
Discovery education - United Streaming  www.dicoveryeducation.com 
Poll Everywhere  www.polleverywhere.com 
Poem types for kids  http://www.kathimitchell.com/poemtypes.html 
Isyllabary and Cherokee Lite iPad apps 
 
 
Evaluation and Assessment: 
 
Students in my classroom get daily participation points so they are 
assessed on a daily basis on their participation in discussions and 
involvement in daily activities.  The main evaluation of this lesson would 
be the final projects: 
 
 1. Creation of a political cartoon depicting their interpretation of Andrew 
Jackson's presidential actions 
2.  Writing project can be either a group or individual activity.    Either 
they can create a poem about the life of Andrew Jackson ( see above 
website for ideas)  or write a letter from Andrew Jackson 's perspective or 
a letter to him from someone in the past whom he interacted with. 
 
Extension and Enrichment: 
 
Learn some Cherokee language or symbols.   Isyllabary and Cherokee 
Lite are iPad apps that work well for this 
 
Create Cherokee masks using modeling clay.  Foam or plastic mask 
models can be ordered through art supply catalogs. 
 
Compare Andrew Jackson and the issues of his time to the current 
President and current events 
 
Resources: 



 
Learning Social Studies Through Discrepant Event Inquiry, First Edition 
(Paperback) 
by Jean K. Bruce 
 
Social Studies Activities Kids Can't Resist!: 40 Sensational Activities for 
the Topics You Teach [Paperback] 
 


