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Civil War Photo Story 
 
Teacher: Michael Sabala 
 
 
Lesson Title: Civil War Photo Story PowerPoint 
 
 
Grade Level: 8th 
 
 
Lesson Time Length:  
 
Anywhere from 2-4 days depending on technology resources and PowerPoint skill 
level of the students. 
 
 
Big Idea: 
 
Students will see that the Civil War was more than an event in a history book.  
There were real people on both sides that lost lives, land, possessions, and way 
of life due to the conflict. 
 
 
Lesson Abstract:  
 
This lesson is designed to reinforce the concepts, people, places, and events of 
the Civil War through photos.  The students will create a PowerPoint from a 
template by choosing photos to match each category.  Students will then compose 
a caption for each photo detailing their feelings and thoughts about the scenes 
depicted.  Students are also encouraged to find not-so-obvious details in the 
photos to add to the captions.  The PowerPoints will then be presented to the class 
by the students before turning them in. 
 
 
 
Lesson Background and Context:  
 
Slavery, state’s rights, land acquisition, differing economies, and many other 
factors led to a split between rich plantation owners of the South and policy 
makers of the North.  Both sides tried for years to keep the country together by 
making various compromises and laws, all of which fell short of expectations.  
This failure led to great anger and resentment among prominent figures of the 
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South resulting in succession and eventual armed conflict.  We now call this 
regrettable time in American history the Civil War. 
 
 
Standards Alignment: 
 

 Retraces events that led to sectionalism and secession prior to the Civil War 
(e.g., Missouri Compromise, Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska Act-
Popular Sovereignty, Uncle Tom’s Cabin).   

 Explains the issues that led to the Civil War (e.g., slavery, economics, and 
state’s rights). 

 Describes the turning points of the Civil War (e.g., Antietam, Gettysburg, 
Emancipation Proclamation, and Sherman’s March to the Sea).   

 Compares and contrasts various points of views during the Civil War era 
(e.g., abolitionists vs. slaveholders, Robert E. Lee vs. Ulysses S. Grant, 
Abraham Lincoln vs. Jefferson Davis, and Harriett Beecher Stowe vs. Mary 
Chestnut). 

 
 
Objectives: 
 
Know: 

 Hardships that were faced by normal citizens during the conflict 
 Presidents of both sides and challenges they faced 
 Battles and victories of the Union and Confederacy 
 Hardships faced by soldiers of both armies 
 Buildings and architecture before and after the war 
 Transportation during the war 
 Advantages for both the Union and Confederacy 

 
Do: 

 Analyze photos taken during the war 
 Create a photo slide show 
 Compose captions to describe each photo used 

 
 
Teaching Materials: 
 Internet ready computers (for students) 
 Internet ready computer and projector (for teacher) 
 Flash drive (for students to save their PowerPoint) 
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Vocabulary (terms and concepts will students learn): 
 
Vocabulary will already be familiar to students but will be reinforced through use 
in discussions and captions.  These are some of the words that could come up. 
 

 Union 
 Confederate 
 Cavalry 
 Artillery 
 Bunker 
 Infantry 
 Civilian 
 Resources 
 Nationalism 
 Casualty 
 Total War 

 
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
 
(This lesson should only be used to reinforce concepts, people, places, and 
events of the Civil War.  The students should already have a basic understanding 
from any combination of reading, lecture, and/or notes.) 
 
 

1. To open the class and set the mood, the teacher should project this 
website so the class can read it together.  
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/malvern.htm 
  
After reading the story, discuss the horrors of the Civil War and the way it 
affected individuals, not only armies. 
 

2. Using the projector, the teacher will pull up the PowerPoint template and 
demonstrate how to navigate in it.  There are links for each category and 
subcategory with a menu button on the bottom to take you back one level. 

 
3. Opening the browser, the teacher will navigate to the photo websites 

and explain how to navigate the categories and photos.  This is a good time 
to demonstrate how to download the photos to their computers and insert 
them to the PowerPoint.  The links to sites are below: 
 

a. http://civilwarphotos.net/   -Organized by category 
b. http://www.mikelynaugh.com/VirtualCivilWar/New/Originals2/i

ndex.html   -Thumbnail view 
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4. The teacher will divide the class up into pairs and assign computers to 
each duo. 
 

5.  The students will need a copy of the PowerPoint template.  The 
template can be uploaded to a site for the students to download or a flash 
drive with the template on it may be passed around and the file can be 
copied to their computers.  If you need a version compatible with Office 
2003 or just want to download from my school’s site please visit :  
http://www.magdalenwichita.com/michael-sabala/united-states-history 

 
6. Instruct the students to open the template to make sure they are able to 

navigate through the menus.  Once they all seem to have that mastered, 
allow them to begin downloading photos for each category.  Remember: 
All photos must be cited and credit given. 
 

7. It is usually a good idea for the students to download a few photos and 
practice inserting them into the template before writing the captions.  
Depending on the students’ skill with PowerPoint, the teacher may need to 
offer lots of help during this stage.  Sometimes finding “experts” among the 
students is a good idea so they can provide some peer help for each other. 
 

8. Once the students seem to get the concept of the lesson, they may begin 
adding captions to each of the pictures.  Encourage the students to write 
their feelings and thoughts of the scenes depicted as well as find details of 
the photos that might not jump right out at first.  What was the weather 
like?  What is the landscape and geography of the area?  What kind of 
structures are in the background?  The captions should only be two to three 
sentences at the most. 
 

9. This lesson will take at least two days but more likely three to four.  If 
some of the pairs are finishing before others, they can begin on some 
enrichment activities that will further connect them with the topic. 
 

10. After all of the class is done, the teacher should instruct the students to 
save the PowerPoint to flash drives so they can present it using the 
teacher’s computer and projector.  Depending on time, it may be best to 
only allow each pair to present their three favorite photos and captions.  
This process will lead to good discussions and could be time consuming. 
 

11. While the flash drive is attached to the teacher’s computer, the 
PowerPoint should be copied to the computer for grading purposes.  This 
will save time trying to have them emailed or collected later. 
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Technology Integration: 
 

 Use of websites for photos 
 PowerPoint Presentations 
 Computers 

 
 
Evaluation and Assessment: 
 

 Students will present their PowerPoint to the class. (Not all slides should be 
presented from each presentation.  Students can choose their favorites) 

 Students will take part in discussions based on presentations of their peers. 
 Students will turn in the presentations to be graded. 
 Presentations should be graded on completeness and thoughtfulness 

according to the ability of the student. Individual grades are recommended 
as opposed to one grade for both students in the pair.  The grade will be 
very subjective since there may be new skills and concepts involved in this 
lesson.   

 
 
Extension and Enrichment: 
 

 Newspaper article to go with one of the photos 
 What song could be used to go with the presentation 

 
 
Resources: 

 http://civilwarphotos.net/ 
 http://www.mikelynaugh.com/VirtualCivilWar/New/Originals2/index.html 
 If you need to download the Office 2003 version of the PowerPoint feel free to 

download it from my schoolʼs site.  http://www.magdalenwichita.com/michael-
sabala/united-states-history 

 
 


