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“The Coming Man’s Presidential Career” 



Why did an individual or group of 
people, given a set of 

circumstances, act in a certain 
way?”  

Yeager and Foster 2001 

[Empathy] encourages students to 
judge past actors in their own 

historically situated context and in its 
terms” 

Levesque 2008 



“A structured dilemma” 

David Stockley. “Empathetic Reconstruction in History and 

History Teaching.” History and Theory 22 (4), 1983.  













Mr. President: 

Option 1: 

Option 2: 

Option 3: 

Option 4:  



What does your 
source convey about 

reactions to the 
Emancipation 
Proclamation?  



“Masks and Faces:”  

King Abraham before and after issuing the Emancipation Proclamation  



A print based on David Gilmour Blythe's fanciful painting of Lincoln writing the Emancipation Proclamation. In a 
cluttered study Lincoln sits in shirtsleeves and slippers, at work on the document near an open window. His left 

hand is placed on a Bible that rests on a copy of the Constitution in his lap. The scene is crammed with symbolic 
details and other meaningful references. A bust of Lincoln's strongly Unionist predecessor Andrew Jackson sits on 
a mantelpiece near the window at Lincoln's right. A bust of another former President, James Buchanan, who was 

widely viewed as ineffectual against secessionism, hangs by a rope around its neck from a bookcase behind 
Lincoln. The scales of justice appear in the left corner, and a rail-splitter’s maul lies on the floor at Lincoln's feet. 



In this sketch, an inebriated Lincoln is surrounded by 
symbols of Satanism and paintings honoring John Brown 
and slave rebellions. Under Lincoln's foot is a copy of the 

Constitution, a reference to what many perceived as 
Lincoln's abuse of executive power. 



Abe Lincoln’s Last Card 





William Greenleaf Eliot, 1811-1887 
The Story of Archer Alexander: From Slavery to Freedom, March 30, 1863.  



Lincoln as a Monkey, holding a copy of the Emancipation Proclamation  
David H. Strother [attributed], Pencil on paper, Richmond, January 14, 

1863 .  



Fairmont Park, 
Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 



This broadside announces that "the Colored people of Preble County, recognizing the blessings of Liberty, 
will celebrate the 18th anniversary of their deliverance from bondage" in Eaton on September 22, 1881. 
The noted speaker at the event was the Reverend W. F. Arnett of Nashville, Tennessee, who spoke in 

favor of the Republican Party.  





"Lincoln	  
The	  
Emancipat
or,"	  
Harper's	  
Weekly,	  
April	  20,	  
1872	  
by	  C.S.	  
Reinhart	  



Sensation among "Our Colored Brethren" on ascertaining that the Grand Performance (Emancipation Proclamation) to which 
they had been invited on New Year's Day, was unavoidable postponed until the year 1900!  



Depicts the President, clad in the uniform of a Union soldier, handing a copy of his proclamation to a grinning negro, who 
points to a glowering Confederate in his rear and says: “You beat him nough, massa! Berry little time I’ll beat him too.”  



Doctor Lincoln’s New Elixer of Life—For the Southern States 



 By J. 
Waeshle 

celebrating 
the event 

was 
probably 

published in 
the fall of 

1862. 
Currier and 

Ives 







CUTTING HIS OLD ASSOCIATES.  
MAN OF COLOR. "Ugh! Get out. I ain't one ob you no more. I'se a Man, I is!"  



Here, white men are dancing and flirting with black women in a large hall. Above the musicians' stage hangs a portrait of Abraham Lincoln. At right hangs 
a banner "Universal Freedom, One Constitution, One Destiny. Abraham Lincoln Prest." The text below further describes the scene: " The Miscegenation 
Ball at the Headquarters of the Lincoln Central Campaign Club, Corner of Broadway and Twenty Third Street New York Sept. 22d. 1864 being a perfect 
fac simile of the room &c. &c. (From the New York World Sept. 23d. 1864). No sooner were the formal proceedings and speeches hurried through with, 

than the room was cleared for a "negro ball," which then and there took place! Some members of the "Central Lincoln Club" left the room before the 
mystical and circling rites of languishing glance and mazy dance commenced. But that Many remained is also true. This fact We Certify, "that on the floor 

during the progress of the ball were many of the accredited leaders of the Black Republican party, thus testifying their faith by works in the hall and 
headquarters of their political gathering. There were Republican Office-Holders, and prominent men of various degrees, and at least one Presidential 

Elector On The Republican Ticket. 





Bogy for a Bad Boy, 862 
Creator: Nick Nax 

President Lincoln tells “naughty little secesch”: ‘Now, mind, if you don’t drop those things and 
be a good boy might soon, I’ll fetch old Bobolition and then what will become of you?” 

Southern States Emancipation 













President 
Lincoln 
enters 
Richmond, 
Virginia 



Lincoln- "I'm sorry to have to drop you, Sambo, but this concern won't carry us both!" 



Contrabands Coming into Camp in Consequence of the Proclamation, Drawn 
by Mr. A. R. Waud," Harper's Weekly, January 31, 1863. 




