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Big Idea: 
 
 Students will identify inventions of the Industrial Revolution and tell 
about how the invention impacted American society. 
 
 
Lesson Abstract: 
 
 This lesson is designed to give students an overview of inventions 
created during the Industrial Revolution.  They will also learn how it 
changed American Society.  Students will use primary sources to do their 
research.  They will use modern technology to present the information that 
they have collected. 
  
 
Lesson Background and Context: 
 
 As a class we will discuss the Industrial Revolution and how it took 
shape in the United States.  We will do this through teacher led discussion 
and we will gain knowledge through our textbook.  Students will then 
research an Industrial Revolution Invention with a partner. 
 
 
Standards Alignment: 
  

• Explain how the Industrial Revolution and technological 
developments impacted different parts of American Society. 



• Examine a variety of different types of primary sources in 
United States history and analyze them in terms of credibility, 
purpose, and point of view (e.g., census records, diaries, 
photographs, letters, government documents). 

• Uses primary source documents to determine the impact 
Industrial Revolution had on American Society (e.g., 
urbanization, faster transportation, faster production of goods.) 

• Compare and Contrast how an invention impacted different 
parts of the United States (e.g. North, South, Midwest.) 

 
Objectives: 
 
Know: 

• Students will know inventions that spurred on the Industrial 
Revolution in the United States. 

• How the Industrial Revolution impacted different parts of 
American society. 

 
Do: 

• Analyze primary source documents 
• Create a power point 

 
Teaching Material: 
  
 Computers with PowerPoint 
 Photos of Industrial Revolution Inventions 
 Projector for presentations 
 
Vocabulary: 
  
 Technology 
 Factory system 
 Interchangeable Parts 
 Turnpike 
 Canal 
 Lock 
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
 

1. Teacher will open with a review of the Industrial Revolution, which we 
have already discussed and looked at in our textbook.  Specifically we 
will discuss how inventions led us into the Industrial Revolution.  

 
2. Teacher will than divide students so that they have one other partner. 



 
• Head of Research:  They will be responsible for the 

supervision of research. 
• Head of Technology: This student will be responsible for the 

supervision of the PowerPoint.  
 

 
3. The teacher will instruct students that they will pick an invention 

from the Industrial Revolution.  (I will allow them to pick the invention 
so they can select something that is of interest to them.  I don’t let 
them pick the cotton gin because we have already discussed it at 
length in our class discussion.)  The students must clear the invention 
that they choose through the teacher.  (I do this so I know that the 
invention deals with the Industrial Revolution and is relevant to the 
time period that we are talking about.)  

 
4. When the invention has cleared the teacher the students will start to 

gain information and assemble the PowerPoint.  At that time the 
teacher will give the group a set of guided question to help research go 
in the right direction. 

 
5. When the PowerPoint is completed they will present the PowerPoint as 

a team to the rest of the class.  The class will take notes over each 
presentation (I specifically tell the class: know what impact the 
invention had on the American Society.) 

 
6. After all presentation are complete the teacher will instruct students 

to write one thing about each invention that was presented and what 
impact it had on the American society.  Students may use their notes 
that they took during the presentation to complete this. 

 
Evaluation and Assessment (what evidence will students provide to 
prove they have learned what you want them to learn?): 
 

• Students will be able to identify inventions from the industrial 
revolution. 

• Students will share and explain an Industrial Revolution invention 
and its impact on American history. 

 
Extension and Enrichment: 
 

• Compare and Contrast the Industrial Revolution to the Technology 
Revolution we live in today. 

• Build a model of an Industrial Revolution Invention 



• Write a short story of working in a factory in the 1800’s 
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