
Lesson Plan 
 
Teacher:  
Leslie Klug 
 
 
Lesson Title:  
Voices of Slavery in Colonial America 
 
 
Grade Level:  
5th grade 
 
 
Lesson Time Length:  
3 - 45 minute class periods 
 
 
Big Idea: 
 
Students are immersed in various historical perspectives such as 
slave owner, slave, runaway slave and a British soldier during the 
American Revolution. 
 
 
Lesson Abstract: 
  
This lesson is designed to give students an overview of slavery in 
colonial America and the ways in which some Northern slaves 
handled the chaos of the American Revolution. 
 
 
Lesson Background and Context:  
 
Slavery was present in the North as well as the South prior to the 
Civil War. Some slaves in the northern states filled positions such 
as bakers, soldiers, goldsmiths, weavers, etc., while the majority of 
those slaves in the south were enslaved on plantations. Regardless 
of the position, a slave's fate was in the hands of his owner. 
Understanding the lives of these slaves is vital to fully 
comprehending this time period in American history. 
 



 
Standards Alignment:  
 
US5B2I5 - The student analyzes the causes and impact of forced 
servitude in North America (e.g., indentured servant, Middle 
Passage, and slave life). 
 
Geo5B2I3 - The student describes political and economic 
structures in the New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies 
(e.g., political: House of Burgesses, town meetings, colonial forms of 
representation; economics: agriculture, trade). 
 
US5B4I2 - The student examines multiple primary sources to 
understand point of view of an historical figure. 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
Know: 
• Recognize that slavery was present in the North as well as the 

South for much of American history including the 
Revolutionary War 

 
Do: 
• Describe how and why black soldiers fought in the American 

Revolution 
• Describe the conditions and situations faced by runaway 

slaves throughout the history of American slavery. 
• Describe why it is difficult to choose sides in the American 

Revolution upon further examination of various points of view. 
• Write creatively from different historical perspectives, including 

slave, runaway slave and slave owner. 
 
 
Teaching Materials: 
 
Slavery and the Making of America 
“Liberty in the Air,” Episode 2. PBS 
 
Build Our Nation 
Houghton Mifflin 



Blank map of the U.S.  
www.50states.com/tools/usamap.htm 

Blank map of the Thirteen Colonies  
www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/historical.html 

Free States and Slave States Before the Civil War 
www.learner.org/biographyofamerica/prog10/maps/  
(Handout 1) A color-coded map detailing slave states and free 
states in the U.S. in 1860 

The Thirteen Colonies Map  
www2.worldbook.com/assets/handson_help_gfx/activityimages/col
map.gif  
(Handout 2) This site features a blank map of the thirteen original 
colonies. 

Status of Slavery in the Thirteen Original States  
darkwing.uoregon.edu/~atlas/ america/interactive/map18.html  
(Handout 3) This interactive site features a map of the thirteen 
original states. It gives information about each state. 

The Underground Railroad Timeline 
www.nationalgeographic.com/features/99/ railroad/tl.html  
This site, from National Geographic, features a timeline of slavery's 
history in the U.S.   
 
The Underground Railroad  
www.nationalgeographic.com/features/99/railroad 
Features online interactive journey on the Underground Railroad 
 
Runaway Ad for Titus  
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2h1.html  
Features an online primary source document from 1775   
 
"Titus at the Market" 
 http://www.pbs.org/slavery/teachers/readings.html  
This site is about the slave Titus, who lived in New Jersey in the 
mid 1700's   
 
 



Vocabulary: 
 
abolish 
overseer 
Middle Passage 
prejudice 
abolitionist 
safe house 
underground railroad 
 
 
Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
 
1. Review various topics with your students to get a basic 
understanding of the history of slavery.  
 
Possible questions:  
• When did slavery end in the U.S.? (1865 legally) 
• How many years has it been since slavery was abolished in the 

U.S.(146) 
• When did African slaves arrive in the New World? (1620's) 
• How long did slavery exist, then in North America? (Subtract 

1620 from 1865 to get 245 years) 
• Where was slavery concentrated in the U.S. In the years 

leading up to the Civil War? (Southern U.S.) 
 
2. Hand out the blank map of the U.S. to students. Have them use 
colored pencils to color in the states where they think slavery 
existed in the years leading up to the Civil War. Allow about ten 
minutes for this. (Handout 1) 
 
3. Ask students to name some of the states they colored in as slave 
states. Have them go to the website at 
http://www.learner.org/biographyofamerica/prog10/maps/. 
Discuss the states that are labeled as “slave states” on this map 
and have them compare their answers to the web site. 
 
4. Ask students to name the original Thirteen Colonies. Distribute 
the blank map of the Thirteen Colonies and ask them to label as 
many as they can. (Handout 2) 
 
5. Hand out the map that labels the original Thirteen Colonies and 



have them compare their answers. You can also go to the website 
listed under Resources in this lesson plan. This site allows the user 
to roll the mouse over each state and obtain information about that 
state's history of slavery. 
 
6. Review with students using the following questions: 
•  How many of the original 13 colonies permitted slavery in 

1776? (all) Point out how surprising it is that the northern 
states like New York and Massachusetts were involved. 

•  Ask them to compare slavery in the North to slavery in the 
South (most will know very little about slavery in the north) 

•  Discuss why people are more familiar with slavery in the 
South.  

 
 
7. Ask students how one's understanding of slavery might be 
dependent upon an individual's perspective and discuss why. 
 
8. Distribute or go online to the Time line of Slavery Web site. Ask 
students to look through the list of events on the time line and try 
to recall as much information as they can about at least three of 
the events. Then, have the students share this information in 
groups of four, so that students are given a quick review of several 
of the events on the time line. 
 
 
DAY 2 
 
1. Watch the PBS movie, (episode 2) “Liberty in the Air”. Start video 
at point where you see the back of a woman with poles protruding 
from her neck running through the woods. Stop it after only one 
minute when you see a small boat floating on a river. 
 
2. Discuss the following with your students: 
•  Why did half of all slaves run away? (be with family, friends, 

poor treatment) 
•  Why do you think the woman was wearing the “strange device” 

(torturous device that would make it difficult to move around, 
and possibly even breathe) 

•  Why were these used? (keep a slave from fleeing) 
•  Why such extreme measures to keep them from fleeing? (slave 

owners treated slaves like property, so losing them was like 



losing valuable property) 
•  What do you suppose might happen to a slave if they were 

caught running away? (beaten, tortured, possibly killed) 
 
3. Watch next segment of video (next three minutes). 
Ask the following questions: 
•  Where and when did Titus grow up? (Monmouth County, NJ, 

1770's) 
•  How did he escape? (Titus was allowed to go to market alone 

and learned how to support himself by selling skins and crops 
he had grown. He also learned the lay of the land during his 
travels to market.) 

•  Why was it perhaps easier to escape during this time period? 
(The colonies were near war with England. Titus' owner might 
have been more worried about that.) 

 
4. Discuss who the “good” and “bad” guys were in the American 
Revolution. Discuss how the Patriots were fighting for freedom even 
though they had slaves. Ask which side the students think that 
most slaves would have sided with during the war. 
 
5. Ask students to log on to (or print out) the Runaway Ad for Titus 
web site. Give them five to ten minutes to read this primary source 
document. Then discuss the following questions:  
• What is the document about? (notice of runaway slave named 

Titus) 
• When do you think it was written? (1775) 
• Describe Titus. ( light-skinned 21 year-old, six feet tall, 

wearing a gray coat and brown pants. Might have been 
carrying a bundle of clothes.) 

• Who was looking for Titus? (his owner, John Corlies) 
• What was the reward? (three pounds) 
 
6. Watch the remainder of the video and freely discuss some of the 
following:  
• Why colonists would want blacks to be allowed to fight? 
• Which side would they fight for? 
• What happened to Titus during the Revolution 

Was Colonel Tye (Titus) a “good guy” or “bad guy”? 
 
7. Also ask for opinions on the following topics:  
• Was slavery wrong?  



• Should Colonel Tye have been able to return home as a free 
man?  

• Should Titus have fought for the British? 
 
Discuss how so much of history is not black and white and very 
circumstantial. 
 
DAY 3 
 
1. Have students log on to (or provide as a handout) the “Titus at 
the Market” essay. Allow five to ten minutes to read through it 
together and discuss what the man at the market's perspective is 
on Titus. 
 
2. Have students (in groups of 3) log on the Underground Railroad 
web site. Allow them ten to fifteen minutes to navigate through the 
site. When they finish, discuss information pertaining to the places 
they went, the hardships they encountered and the people they met 
along the way. 
 
3. Finally, give your students the following choices of the following 
character profiles and allow them 20 to 30 minutes of free-writing. 
If any student wishes to share his/her writing reflection when 
finished, allow them to do so. 
 
•  Pretend you are 21 year old, Titus and you have been asked to 

fight in the war. 
•  Pretend you are Titus and you are preparing to run away from 

your master. 
•  Pretend you are John Corlies, a slave-owner in Monmouth 

County, New Jersey. Your slave, Titus, has run away. 
•  Pretend you are the editor of the Monmouth County, New 

Jersey newspaper. John Corlies has come to you today and 
put an ad in for his runaway slave, Titus. 

•  Pretend you are a slave in the South and you have run away 
and are spending the night alone in a swamp 

•  Pretend you are a slave catcher and you have gotten word of a 
nearby safe house. 

•  Pretend you are a safe house owner and harboring slaves, 
knowing that if you get caught you and your family could be 
killed. 

 



Technology Integration: 
 
Online resources 
 
 
Evaluation and Assessment: 
 
• Students will share and explain how differing historical 

perspectives play a large role in how one views the events of 
war. 

• Students will create a written reflection based on a certain 
historical perspective. 

 
 
Extension and Enrichment: 
 
• Watch various videos on slavery. 
• Create a Venn Diagram comparing slavery in the North and 

South. 
• Read the book, “Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt.” 
• Study the “language” used to draw maps along the 

Underground Railroad. 
• Make a large map using the language or symbols that were 

frequently used in the Underground Railroad. 
• Play various songs from YouTube that reflect African culture 

during this time period. 
• Research more of the events on the time line handout. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


